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Beach,  Rex 

The  Hands  of  Dr.  Locke;  Illustrated  with  photographs;  New 
York,  Farrar  & Rinehart,  Inc.  (1932,  1934,  Beach)  56p. 

Troubled  with  fallen  arches,  Beach  heard  of  Dr.  Locke  in 
Williamsburg,  Ontario  treating  people’s  feet  and  investigated  for 
himself.  After  beneficial  treatment  he  wrote  a magazine  article 
which  aided  many  sufferers  who  consulted  Locke. 

A qualified  physician,  Locke  treated  many  illnesses  by  cor- 
recting the  bones  of  their  feet.  Upwards  of  1200  patients  a day, 
at  a fee  of  only  $1.00  per  treatment,  he  became  wealthy  and  in 
the  two  years  between  his  visits,  Beach  found  that  the  village 
had  moderized,  provided  accommodation  for  patients  from  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  that  Dr.  Locke  was  busier  than  ever. 

Many  orthodox  physicians  refused  to  believe  that  Locke  was 
anything  but  a quack;  Locke  himself  claimed  that  any  physician  -’•* 
with  proper  training  could  accomplish  what  he  did,  and  that  he  was 
too  busy  to  pay  attention  to  slander. 

The  situation  reminded  me  of  the  clash  between  chirpractors 
and  orthodox  physicians;  my  view  is  that  alternate  medicine  should 
be  investigated  and  made  use  of  when  warranted. 

The  most  amazing  cures  of  arthritis  are  described;  since  no 
known  cause  or  cure  of  the  alleged  many  varieties  of  arthritis  are 
yet  known,  this  book  and  Dr.  Locke’s  methods  should  be  tried  and 
I cannot  understand  why  this  book,  my  copy  of  which  is  the  only 
one  I have  ever  seen,  appears  unknown.  It  reminds  me  of  the  good 
books  by  spiritualists  which  are  ignored  becaise  of  the  beliefs  of 
their  authors. 

I must  admit  that  my  neglect  of  this  book  was  because  I was 
under  the  illusion  that  it  dealt  with  the  ’’laying  on  of  hands’’ 
concerning  which  I had  read  a great  deal.  On  the  contrary,  this 
book  deals  with  practical  and  effective  medical  treatment  in  a 
simple,  but  generally  unrecognized,  manner. 

I have  a copy  of  Beach’s  autobiography.  I wonder  if  he  in- 
cludes mention  of  Dr.  Locke. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  1 , 1997 
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Beagle,  Peter  S. 


The  Last  Unicorn:  A 


A Fantastic  Tale;  London/Sydney /Toronto , 


The  Bodley  Head  (1968,  author) 
New  York,  The  Viking  Press 


2 1 8p  . 
2 1 8p  . 


This  quest  by  the  last  unicorn  for  the  missing  others  of  her 
kind  ends  with  her  transformation  into  a beautiful  woman  married 
to  Prince  Lir,  son  of  the  evil  king  Haggard  and  finding  that  the 
other  unicorns  were  frightened  into  the  sea  by  the  Red  Bull. 

The  principal  human  characters  are  an  ineffectual  magician 
Schmendrick  and  his  assistant  Molly  Grue  who  brings  human  values 
to  fantastic  events.  The  entire  novel  is  fanciful  rather  than 
fantastic,  and  this  comes  closer  to  a fairy  tale  tan  fantasy. 

I can  find  no  point  to  the  story,  which  depends  on  scenes  of 
little  significance.  Although  reasonably  well  written,  it  is  not 
worth  keeping. 
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Beagle,  peter  3. 

I See  By  My  Outfit;  New  York,  The  Viking  Press  (1965) 

New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (February,  1966 ) #U6640StN/pP.* 

The  book  is  quite  well  summarized  in  the  blurb  on  the 
dust  jacket,  and  is  a well -written  account  of  the  journey  by 
motor  scooter  of  two  young  men  from  The  Bronx  to  Menlo  Park. 
They  travel  too  rapidly  to  achieve  an  "in  depth”  insight 
into  the  scenes  and  characters  they  encounter;  and  the  book 
is  of  no  importance  to  me  excepting  insofar  as  it  may  give 
clues  to  the  background  and  character  of  the  author,  who  has 
written  a couple  of  books  in  the  fantasy  field. 

Peter  and  his  friend  Phil  Sigunick  are  fans  of  Tolkien, 
and  pretend  that  their  journey  is  an  adventure  into  the 
wonder-world  described  in  ”The  Lord  of  the  Bings”  trilogy. 
There  is  incidental  mention  of  Kafka’s  ”The  Penal  Colony” 
and  ”The  Once  and  Future  King”  by  T.  H.  White,  and  I should 
guess  that  Beagle’s  books  would  deal  with  fantasy  rather  than 
science  fiction,  and  deal  with  the  quest  for  wonder  rather 
than  knowledge. 

Peter’s  wife  Enid  awaits  them  in  California,  but  only 
occasionally  does  Peter  indicate  that  his  thoughts  are  occu- 
pied with  her,  and  the  book  closes  just  before  they  meet.  I 
like  Peter  and  Phil,  but  to  me  their  journey  seems  pointless 
aside  from  the  opportunities  they  have  to  search  pawnshops 
for  guitars.  Ostensibly,  Phil  is  seeking  to  sketch  and  paint 
and  Peter  to  obtain  material  for  writing;  and  if  this  book 
was  planned  in  advance,  the  result  justified  the  trip;  but 
little  is  said  about  Phil’s  results  though  he  apparently  did 
more  work  during  the  trip  than  Peter  did.  On  the  other  hand, 
this  book  does  give  details  which  indicate  that  Peter  kept 
notes  on  a fairly  current  basis,  particularly  of  conversations 
and  names  of  places  and  scenery  which  would  be  difficult  to 
recall  in  so  much  detail  if  all  were  written  after  journey  is 
end. 


These  two  Jewish  boys  are  still  young,  and  possibly  they 
will  accomplish  enough  of  importance  to  make  this  book  a re-" 
quired  reference  for  biographical  details. 

There  is  sufficient  careful  good  writing  to  indicate 
that  Beagle  is  not  a flash  in  the  pan. 


Symposium. 


Beamish,  Dr.  R.  E.  (Editor) 

Dilemmas  of  Modern  15a n;  Winnipeg,  Great-West  Life  As- 
surance Company,  (April,  1975)  Illustrate&xii  plug  192p. 

Held  in  the  Winnipeg  Centennial  Concert  Hall  on  October 
27-20 , 1974,  this  symposium  dealt  with  seven  problems:  The 
keynote  address  by  Alvin  Toffler  was  on  "The  Future  of  Demo- 
cracy"; "A  World  Perspective";  Genetics;  Aging;  Communica- 
tion; Education;  Economics. 

This  gathering  was  like  that  of  many  learned  societies. 
Much  of  the  presentations  was  In  technical  language  unsuited 
for  the  general  public,  and  I suspect  that  attendants  were 
unable  to  comprehend  much  excepting  in  those  disciplines  of 
which  they  were  themselves  members.  Perhaps  I am  not  giving 
enough  credit  to  the  level  of  education  of  the  members,  but 
since  most  professionals  are  unable  to  keep  fully  abreast  of 
even  their  own  disciplines,  many  are,  like  me,  not  even  con- 
versant with  the  technical  language  of  others. 

My  own  lack  of  higher  education  leaves  me  incapable  of 
weighing  the  significance  of  technical  aspects  of  the  prob- 
lems, but  a slow  and  careful  reading  enabled  me  to  grasp  the 
gist  of  the  ideas  presented,  and  this  has  been  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  cope  satisfactorily  with  understanding  the  es- 
sentials of  the  dilemmas  outlined. 

Although  a warning  was  given  against  simple  solutions, 
it  is  apparent  throughout  these  presentations  that  the  spea- 
kers have  more  questions  than  answers.  Complexities  boggle 
the  mind  and  prevent  clear  thinking.  Being  more  interested 
in  economics  than  in  any  of  the  other  topics,  I was  disarm 
pointed  that  neither  of  the  main  speakers,  John  J.  Deutsch 
and  Herbert  ^tein,  offered  more  than  generalities,  and  that 
both  spoke  only  within  the  constraints  of  orthodox  "dismal 
science"  economics.  Both  spoke  of  the  interference  of  the 
political  system  in  the  working  of  the  "free  market";  ^tein 
contradicted  other  speakers  who  deplored  the  depletion  of 
natural  and  energy  resources,  saying  he  felt  there  was  no 
danger. 

Looking  at  the  world  economy  of  March,  1991,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Canadian  economy  with  current  high  bankruptcy 
rates,  high  interest  rates,  high  taxes,  and  high  inflation; 
with  government  deficits  out  of  control,  drastic  changes  to 
the  economic  system  are  essential.  Really,  only  a change  of 
thinking  will  enable  such  a process  to  begin.  The  facts  are 
obvious:  we  have  surpluses  everywhere,  of  labor,  capital, 
goods  and  services,  actually  untold  wealth.  Bedause  these 
surpluses  must  be  financed,  bankruptcies  and  deficits  are 
inevitable  under  a money  system.  And  because  people  are  led 
to  think  of  money  as  wealth,  instead  of  ixfcs  true  function  as 
merely  to  facilitate  trade,  this  wealth  is  allowed  to  go  to 
waste,  or  to  remain  unused.  And  surpluses  mean  no  profits, 
since  only  scarcity  raises  prices.  Is  this  not  obvious? 
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Beard,  £>an 

Moonblight;  and  Six  Feet  of., Romance;  Illustrations  by 
the  Author,  and  an  Introduction  by  Louis  F.  lost;  Trenton, 
New  Jersey,  Albert  Brandt:  Publisher,  1904  (1892,  C.  L. 

7/e bs ter  <1  Go.)  238p. 

The  title  story  ends  at  page  197;  the  second,  at  ,pa^e 
221;  and  an  appendix  entitled  " A Protest  that  is  Also  a 
Prophecy concludes  this  volume.  The  second  story  is  a fan- 
tasy centering  about  the  feet  of  three  people  involved' with 
a foot  warmer  (small  stove),  and  is  of  no  importance. 

Ho onb light  tells  the  story  of  a coal  mine  owner  who 
learns  of  the  actual  conditions  suffered  by  miners  when  he 
visits  his  mining  town,  and  who  determines  to  aid  them  in 
achieving  satisfactory  economic  status.  This,  like  Lawson’s 
later  book  about  the  British  coal  miners,  is  a plea  for  So- 
cial Justice  for  the  worker;  and  its  footnotes  and  appendix 
are  important  for  information  about  the  mining  industry  at 
the  turn  of  the  century. 

The  fantasy  element  is  simply  4n  the  presentation  of 
the  material  in  story  form.  The  mine  owner’s  unders tanding 
is  opened  by  his  accidentally  finding  an  old  book  on  mao-ic 
in  a room  he  rents  during  its  tenant’s  temporary  absence, 
so  that  he  sees  things  and  people  as  they  are,  rather  than 
as  he  had  assumed  on  the  basis  of  his  previous  faulty  infor- 
mation. 

This  book  supports  Edward  Bellamy’s  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  workers  as  it  was  in  1886,  and  his  views 
of  the  relative  advantages  of  a • socialistic  state.  It  is, 
today,  difficult  to  imagine  that  conditions  such  as  these 
existed  and*  were  documented  in  the  public  record. 


Beardsley,  Aubrey,  and  Glassco,  John  L^>«5 

Under  the  Hill;  New  York,  Grove  Press,  Inc.  (1959)  140p 

This  short  novel,  left  uncompleted  at  Beardsley?s  death, 
was  completed  by  Glassco,  who  wrote  the  last  60  pages  of  the 
book.  It  is  elegant  pornography,  about  half-way  between  Pet- 
ronius  and  de  3a  de,  and  represents  a visit  paid  by  Tannhauser 

to  Yenus, 

Aside  from  many  literary  allusions  and  Beardsley’s  care- 
ful style  of  writing,  this  has  little  interest,  Glassco’ s 
conclusion  adds  nothing  but  a slightly  more  modern  frankness 

to  the  s to  r y .. 
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Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 


Dreams  and  Delights;  New  York, 

1926; 


Dodd, Mead  and  Company, 

317pp. 


Contents 

1.  ,fV.  Lydia  t" 

2.  The  Sea  of  Lilies 

3.  The  Bride  of  a God 

4.  The  Beloved  of  the  Gods 

5.  The  Hidden  One 

6.  The  Marriage  of  the  Princess 

7.  The  Wisdom  of  the  Orient 

8.  Stately  Julia 

9.  The  Island  of  Pearls 

10.  The  Wonderful  Pilgrimage  to  Amarnath 

11.  The  Man  Without  a Sword 


A* 


61* 
89* 
107 
143* 
167* 
185 
215A 
253A 
P.9,1  * 


*Indicates  fantasy  content.  A means  travel  article. 

#1  tells  of  a. woman  who  writes  from  spirit  dictation  of 
a man  who  is  an  authority  on  the  Orient;  they  meet  in  the 
flesh  and  their  communion  of  'spirit  is  destroyed  so  that  no 
further  collaboration  is  possible.  #2  is  the  story  of  two 
brothers,  one  receiving  from  the  other  a barren  waste  of ' rock 
and  water  from  which  spring  priceless  lilies;  given  back,  the 
lilies  die  because  wrongful  spirit  of  their  new  owner,  who 
finally  learns  humility  and  grace.  #3  is  the  story  of  a virgin 
taken  by  the  high  priest  for  the  god,  and  whom  the  god  takes  by 
death  to  save  from  the  lust  of  the  priest.  #4  is  the  story  of 
a beauty  who  attracted  the  gods,  but  whose  love  for  an  earthly 
prince  persuaded  the  gods  to  yield  her  to  him.  #5  tells  of 
hate  turned  to  love  by  a noble  deed.  #6  is  a group  of  tales 
told  by  friends  of  a princess  to  warn  her  of  the  dangers  of 
marriage.  #8  is  an  imaginary  visit  to  the  poet  Pobert  Herrick; 
a charming  idyll.  #7  is  a dialogue  about  the  relations  between 
men  and  women,  and  a legend  of  Lilith  worth  study.  #9  is  a 
description  of  Ceylon;  #10  a mountain  pilgrimage  to  a shrine. 
#11  is  a fantasy  about  Zen  (Yoga)  and  Jujutsu  which  discloses 
the  philosophy  of  power  and  is  probably  the  most  important 
story  in  the  book.  I wonder  if  Drake  Ts  tT3hinjuTT  may  have  been 
inspired  by  this  story. 


This  book  is  a good  sampling  of  the  author1 s work. 


Beck,  L.  Adams 


Dream  Tea;  London,  Ernest  Benn  Limited;  1934  285p. 

Contents 

1.  Dreams  and  the  Worlds  We  Make  ’ 7 A 

2,  Greater  Love:  A Story  of  the  Unseen  33* 

3*  The  Lady  of  the  Yoshiwara:  A Story  of  the  Unseen  in 

J apan  53 

4*  The  Yellow  Emperor  123 

5.  The  Victorious  Lady:  A True  Story  139 

6.  The  Meeting:  A True  Story  149 

7.  The  Case  of  Magdalen  Da ere  157 

8.  Sri  Bhagavan  233 

9 « Dream  Tea:  A Fragment  251* 


#1  is  an  essay  about  the  reality  of  dreams  and  the  un- 
seen. Of  the  three  stories  asterisked  as  fantasy,  only  #3 
is  important,  and  it  is  by  far  the  best  story  in  the  book. 

An  abandoned  girl  becomes  a courtesan  and  avenges  herself  on 
her  lover,  but  the  implications  of  reincarnation  in  the  cos- 
mic scheme  of  things  overshadow  the  story.  #4  is  a philo- 
sophical story-essay  on  the  theme  "the  only  temptations  are 
those  we  succumb  to".  In  other  words,  we  always  yield  to 
temptation  which  is  the  strongest  of  our  motivations.  #5  is 
the  story  of  a girl  chosen  by  the  Emperor,  who  made  a great 
life  while  waiting  to  be  called  to  him,  though  he  had  for- 
gotten her.  #6  is  "the  slayer  and  the  slain".  #7  is  the 
story  of  a family  curse  and  an  enigmatic  woman.  #8  is  a 
religious  story.  #9  is  the  beginning  of  an  unfinished  novel 
and  has  in  it  little  that  is  not  already  expressed  in  other 
writings  of  the  author. 

#3,  #4,  and  #5  are  probably  the  most  satisfactory  items 
but  #7  leaves  one  guessing  as  to  the  enigma  of  the  title 
character. 


Be. ok,  L.  Adams 

From  "Appraisals  of-  Canadian  Literature"  by  Lionel 
Stevenson;  Toronto,  Macmillan,  1926,  P.  137: 

The  most  beautiful  prose  written  in  Canada  is  still 
reserved  by  L.  Adams  Beck  for  stories  on  Oriental  themes, 
collected  as  "The  Ninth  Vibration",  "The  Key  of  Dreams", 
"The  Perfume  of  the  Ha inbow" , and  other  fascinating  titles 
which  suggest  the  haunting  mysticism  and  exotic  richness  of 
the  tales. 

Watters,  p.644:  The  G-host  Plays  of  Japan.  New  York, 
Japan  Society,  1933.  35p.  (LC 


* Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 


i 


The  House  of  Fulfilment:  The  Romance  of  a Soul;  New 
York,  Cosmopolitan  Book  Corporation,  1927;  342pp. 

Toronto,  The  Copp  Clark  Co.,  Limited  (192?) 

Though  not  primarily  the  story  of  Dunbar  and  Lucia,  this 
sequel  to  "The  Key  of  Dreams"  shows  them  as  a married  couple, 

Dunbar  translating  ancient  manuscripts  and  Lucia  supporting  him 
with  spiritual  vision. 

Hew  Card-ona Id  hears  of  the  Dunbars  from  Mrs.  Maingpy  and 
meets  Lucia  who  deeply  impresses  him.  Cardonald  tells  his  story 
in  the  first  person:  how  he  committed  adultery  with  his  best 
friendTs  wife;  heard  that  his  friend  had  gone  up  into  the  moun- 
tains, and  determines  to  seek  him  out.  Helped  by  the  Dunbars, 
and  learning  the  fascinating  story  of  a Canadian  girl  sculptor 
who  had  apparently  mastered  the  art  of  projection;  the  art  of 
fascinating  wild  animals;  and  the  attainment  of  inner  vision, 
he  falls  in  love  with  the  girl  Brynhild  Ingmar.  He  learns  that 
his  friend  Maitland  has  changed  his  name  to  Ormond,  and  has 
apparently  been  acquainted  with  Brynhild.  From  Ormond  he  learns 
that  Ormond1 s wife  Helen  died;  that  Ormond  was  aware  of  Cardonald’s 
infidelity,  but  forgave  both  his  wife  and  Cardonald  because  of  his 
love  for  them  both.  Ormond  has  attained  to  spiritual  vision,  and 
loves  Brynhild  only  as  a fellow  pilgrim  on  the  journey  to  spiritual 
attainment.  Haridas,  a character  in  "The  Key  of  Dreams",  leads 
Cardonald  to  his  teacher,  who  turns  out  to  be  Ananda , beloved 
disciple  of  the  Buddha,  still  living  in  the  mountains  of  Ladakh. 

There  is  little  action  in  the  book:  the  climax  occurs  when 
Brynhild  is  kidnapped  by  a mountain  tribe  and  held  for  ransom. 
CardonaldTs  love  enables  him  to  assist  Brynhild  to  teleportation 
away  from  the  tribesmen;  he  marries  her;  while  Ormond  marries 
monastic ism. 

This  is  characteristic  of  Mrs.  Beck’s  efforts  to  portray 
the  road  to  spiritual  discovery  in  the  philosophy  and  religion 
of  the  orient. 


\ 


Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 

The  Joyous  Story  of  Astrid;  New  York,  Cosmopolitan  Book 
Corporation,  1931;  (Juvenile);  Illustrated  284pp. 

Astrid,  a Moon-child,  is  brought  up  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Moon-lady,  and  sleeps  all  day.  During  the  night,  she 
plays  and  talks  with  the  animals  and  is  told  stories  by  the 
Moon-Lady.  A slender  story  of  Astrid  serves  to  string  the 
stories  together,  pretty  much  like  TIUncle  Remus".  It  is 
only  by  virtue  of  her  ability  to  form  mind-pictures  and  speak 
to  the  animals,  and  by  magical  change  of  size  to  enable  her 
and  some  of  the  animald  to  experience  the  lives  of  mice,  that 
this  book  enters  the  field  of  fantasy,  though  many  of  the 
little  stories  are  based  on  folklore.  The  chapter-headings 
refer  to  the  stories  told. 


1.  The  Babbit  in  the  Moon  3 

2.  Early  Snow  and  Inu  29 

3.  Teakettle  Princess  61 

4.  The  Honorable  Mouse-People  89 

5.  Little  Chu  of  Old  China  11? 

6.  Rayar  and  the  Elephant  139 

7.  The  Famous  White  Sparrow  157 

8.  The  Cats  That  Told  Time  185 

9.  The  Royal  Mouse  Wedding  209 

10.  The  Golden  Tigers  225 

11.  The  Back  of  Beyond  259 


Dedicated  "To  my  son  Harry  and  all  children  the  world  over 
even  if  they  happen  to  be  grown  up  I offer  this  ,1oyous  story  of 
Astrid  from  the  ^oys  and  delights  hidden  in  Asia",  this  book 
indicates  a feeling  for  children  that  is  not  amarent  in  much 
of  Mrs.  BeckTs  writings  for  older  people. 

The  book  is  probably  of  less  interest  to  fantasy  readers 
than  to  students  of  folklore. 


Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 


The  Key  of  Dreams;  A Romance  of  the  Orient;  New  York, 
Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  Inc,.,  1922  351pp. 

Toronto,  McClelland  & Stewart,  1922 

Lancelot  Dunbar,  invalided  home  from  the  front,  finds 
that  he  has  inherited  from  his  namesake  cousin  who  was  killed, 
a tremendous  fortune.  He  is  impelled  to  seek  the  Orient,  and 
comes  almost  to  believe  that  his  cousin's  soul  has  entered  his 
body;  for  .he  meets  and  loves  a Japanese -English  girl  who  had 
been  his  cousin's  companion  after  the  death  of  her  husband; 
Haridas,  a Brahman  mystic  recognises  characteristics  in  him; 
and  finally  he. falls  in  love  with  the  wife  of  a wealthy 
Englishman,  who  had  been  considered  by  Heron  (a  friend  of 
his  cousin  and  guardian, of  Lucia)  the  ideal  mate  for  his 
cousin. 

Dunbar  renounces  the  primarily  sexual  love  of  Miyuki 
Yamashina,  confesses  to  Lucia  -Bellinger  the  liaison,  and 
she  accepts  his  love  on  a spiritual  level,  holding  herself 
bound  by  marriage.  Bellinger's  promiscuity,  and  finally  his 
underhand  spying  on  correspondence  between  Dunbar  and  Lucia, 
causes  Lucia  to  divorce  him.  Haridas  and  other  mystics  are 
then  able  to  guide  Dunbar  and  Lucia  to  spiritual  attainment. 

Though  told  in  the  first  person  by  Dunbar,  the  writing 
is  so  obviously  that  of  a woman  that  neither  he  nor  his  story 
carry  conviction.  The  apparent  acceptance  of  a double  code 
of  morality  is  not  consistent  with  the  high  spiritual  plane 
which  provides  the  goal  of  the  story.  The  fantasy  elements, 
apart  from  the  invasion  of  Dunbar's  personality  by  that  of 
his  cousin,  are  limited  to  some  mental  powers  exhibited  by 
the  mystics:  clairvoyance,  imposed  mental  illusions,  tele- 
pathy, bringing  to  consciousness  the  latent  knowledge  of  the 
subconscious,  and  the  emphasis  on  spiritual  over  physical 
power. 

The  story  of  Dunbar  and  Lucia  is  carried  further  by  a 
sequel  TfThe  House  of  Fulfilment1’,  in  which  they  appear  a^  a 
married  couple,  Dunbar  translating  ancient  manuscripts  and 
Lucia  supporting  him  with  spiritual  vision. 


Beck,  L(fly-)  Adams 

The  Ninth  Vibration  and  Other  Stories;  New  York,  Dodd, 

Mead  and  Company,  1922  313pp, 

London,  T,  Fisher  Unwin  Limited , (February , 1928)  280pp. >v 

*Conten  ts 

1.  The  Ninth  Vibration  9 

2.  The  Interpreter;  A Romance  of  the  Fast  71 

3.  The  Incomparable  Lady;  A Story  of  China  with-  a 

Moral  157 

4. '  The  Hatred,  of  the  Queen;  A Story  of  Burma  175 

5.  Fire  of  Beauty  . 203 

6.  The  Building  ,of  the  Taj  Mahal  229 

7.  "How  Great  Is  the.  Glory  of  Kwannon!"  243 

8.  " The  Round-Faced  Beauty" : A Story  of  the  Chinese 

Court  '261 

#1  and  #2  are  stories  of  reincarnation.  #3  points  the 

moral  tnat  only  the  unseen  and  the  dead  are  incomparable. 

#4  is  a very  good  short  story,  without  supernormal  implications. 
#5  is  perhaps  the  best  story  in  the  book.  #6  is  probably  a 
re -telling  of.  history.  /7  shows  that  beauty  is  in  the  eye  of 
the  beholder.  #8  is  the  only  humorous  story  in  the  book. 

#1,  #2,  and  #7  are  the  main  fantasies.  The  author  is 
concerned  to  point  out  the  vision  of  the  east  rather  than  the 
marvels  of  the; fakirs.  Her  stories  are  mystical  rather  than 
primarily  fantastic. 

Some  of  the  stories  arouse  that  Irritation  which  a woman 
write?  seems  unable  to  avoid  when  writing  ostensibly  as  a man 
in  the  first  person. 

This  book,  for  careful  prose  and . story-telling , is  among 
the  best  collections  of  the  writer1 s shorter  ^ork. 


./ 


Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 
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The  Openers  of  the  Gate:  Stories  of  the  Occult;  New 
York,  Cosmopolitan  Book  Corporation,  1930;  368pp. 


Contents 

1.  The  Openers  of  the  Gate  1 

2.  Lord  Killary  35 

3.  How  Felicity  Game  Home  64 

4.  Waste  Manor  99 

5.  The  Mystery  of  Iniquity  138 

6.  Many  Waters  Cannot  Quench  Love  190 

7.  The  Horoscope  239 

8.  The  Thug  274 

9.  Hell  311 

10.  The  Man  Who  Saw  340 


Several  of  these  stories  are  told  in  the  first  person 
as  by  James  Livingstone,  a specialist  in  obscure  nervous  and 
mental  diseases . (#1 , #5,  #7,  #8).  The  others,  excepting  #6, 
could  have  been  told  either  by  him  or  by  the  author;  but  by 
implication  #9  and  #10  were  the  author’s  experiences. 


Following  a bad  marriage  the  girl  in  #1  could  interest 
herself  in  nothing  until  the  doctor  presented  her  with  a dog. 
The  dog  was  killed;  the  girl  lost  her  grip  on  life,  but  with 
the  help  of  a second  dog  and  the  doctor  cane  to  realize  that 
the  first  dog  was  still  alive  in  the  spirit.  In  #2,  Killary 
befriends  a clerk  in  his  office,  has  a love  affair  with  his 
secretary  which  results  in  her  pregnancy,  is  unable  to  marry 
her  because  of  his  invalid  wife,  asks  the  clerk  to  do  so  to 
save  the  secretary’s  reputation;  the  clerk  has  a vision  of 
Killary  as  Christ,  Killary  suicides,  the  clerk  and  the  secre- 
tary marry  on  a platonic  basis.  #3  tells  how  the  daughter  of 
ex-patriates  in  India  visualizes  a dream-home;  dies  of  fever; 
the  parents  find  the  home  in  France;  settle  there;  then  become 
aware  that  their  daughter  has  taken  up  residence  in  the  spirit. 
#4  is  the  story  of  a family  curse,  and  how  a descendant  saw  in 
spirit  the  ancestors  still  working  the  curse  and  luring  into 
their  toils  those  whom  they  could  influence  by  psychic  means. 

#5  is  the  story  of  a girl,  taught  by  her  evil  father,  who  could 
project  her  astral  body  and  lure  lovers  to  their  death.  It  is 
by  far  the  most  effective  weird  tale  in  the  book.  #6  is  a very 
good  story,  also,  of  a half-caste  girl  who  could  influence  a 
drunken  planter  and  operate  the  ranch,  living  at  the  same  time 
in  the  spirit  world  wi th  her  dead  daughter.  #7  is  humorous;  a 
bluff  Englishman,  a hunter,  becomes  a vegetarian  through  the 
influence  of  the  resurrection  within  himself  of  a previous  in- 
carnation. #8  tells  of  an  Englishman  who  in  the  same  way  and 
started:  by  taking  a drug  administered  by  a Thug,  becomes  again 
a Thug;  he  betrays  his  companions  at  the  cost  of  life  imprison- 
ment. #9  tells  of  the  hell  created  by  a self-centered  woman, 
doomed  to  live  in  a boarding  house  where  no  one  will  speak  to 
her.  #10  tells  of  a Scotchman  who  had  developed  his  second- 
sight  to  the  point  where  he  saw  real  things  as  the  shadows  of 
transcendent  realities,  and  was  able  by  touching  others  to  give 
them  glimpses,  also,  the  real  world. 


This  book,  in  fiction,  is  closest  to  TTThe  Way  of  Power”. 


Beck,  L.  Adams 

The  Splendour  of  Asia:  The  Story  and  Teaching  of  the 
Buddha;  New  York,  Dodd,  Head  and  Company,  1926;  Front,  269p,. 

London,  W,  Collins  Sons  & Co.  Ltd.,  (1927)  253p, 

A religious  novel;  a historical  fantasy;  a fictionized 
biogranhy?  Possibly  a little  of  each  of  these  elements  may 
be  included  in  this  book.  Not  listed  by  either  Bleiler  or 
Day,  quite  possibly  it  may  be  considered  non-fiction,  occult, 
biographical  or  religious. 

On  the  dust  jacket  of  the  English  edition,  it  is  listed 
among  their  New  7/6  Fiction.  In  many  ways  it  can  be  thought 
of  as  a link  connecting  the  work  of  L.  -Adams  Beck  with  the 
historical  fiction  of  "E.  Barring  ton T? , but  it  lacks  the  action 
of  the  work' associa  ted  with  the  r,L.  ^'oresby”  non-de -plume . On 
the  whole,  however,  I agree  that  it  is  properly  signed  with 
the  author’s  real  name, 

Gotama  Buddha’s  life  is  detailed  from  the  prophetical 
birth  through  his  luxurious  early  manhood  as  a Prince,  his 
renunciation  of  wealth  and  position,  his  asceticism,  his  as- 
suming the  role  of  a mendicant  until  he  became  aware  that  the 
mortification  of  the  flesh  was  merely  weakening  of  the  body 
without  enlightenment  of  the  mind;  the  recovery  of  health  and 
strength,  illumination,  and  the  acceptance  of  his  role  as  a 
Buddha,  together  with  a summary  of  his  basic  teachings. 

Well,  though  in  flowery  language,  written,  this  novelized 
biography  probably  should  be  recommended  for  the  general  nub- 
lie.  His  wife  and  son  joined  him  as  disciples;  in  fact  his 
wife  relinquished  her  wealth  and  beauty  during  his  absence 
from  home.  The  choice  of  the  middle  way  of  life,  the  refusal 
to  waste  time  in  metaphysical  thought,  the  passive  dependence 
on  aim's,  do  not  appeal  to  western  modes  of  thought,  but  the 
author  appears  to  have  adopted  this  faith. 


1 

Beck,  L(lly)  Adams 


The  Splendour  of  Asia:  The  Story  and  Teaching  of  the 
Buddha;  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  1926;  Front.  269pp. 
London,  ',7.  Collins  Sons  & Co.  Ltd.  (1927)  253pp 


Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 

The  Treasure  of  Ho:  A Romance;  New  York,  Dodd,  Mead 
and  Company,  1924  303pp. 

John  Mailer  dean,  customs  offic.ial  in  China,  descendant 
of  English  forebears  resident  there,  on  vacation  has  a vision 
in  a monastery  which  reveals  to 'him  that  his  great-great-uncle 
had  secreted  the  Tjireasure  of  Ho. 

He  returns  to  Peking  and  there  witnesses  the  beginning  of 
the  Boxer  rebellion.  He  learns,  with  the  aid  of  a blind  seer, 
that  the  Dowager  Empress  of  the!  Mnnchu  dynasty  is  in  league 
with  the  Boxers,  but  is  endeavoring  to  make  the  English  believe 
that  she  sides  with  them.  He  is  able  to  warn  the  embassy,  and 
then,  disguised  as  a Chinese,  he  discovers  the  whereabouts  of 
the  treasure. 

He  has  fallen  in  love  with  a distant  cousin  who  has  Manchu 
blood  and  is  in  fact  the  granddaughter  of  the  Dowager  Empress. 
3ie  (Seeay)  is  also  the  heiress  of  Ho,  and  with  Halle rdeanT s 
help  decides  to  devote  her  fortune  to  her  country,  retaining 
about  a million  sterling  to  put  to  good  use  in  her  own  right. 

Malle rdean  is  ruled  by  the  mysterious  powers  of  clair- 
voyance, prophecy,  hypnotism,  etc.  possessed  by  the  blind  seer 
and  by  the  ruling  lama  of  a monastery,  and  is  constantly  seek- 
ing guidance.  For  this  reason  he  is  far  from  being  an  ideal 
hero;  and,  as  usual,  Mrs.  Beck  writes  like  a woman  masquerading 
as  a man. 


Probably,  for  forthright  acknowledgement  of  psychic  phe- 
nomena, this  is  one  of  the  outstanding  Canadian  novels.  It 
leaves  much  to  be  desired  as  a story,  however. 

It  belongs  definitely  in  a fantasy  library. 

Bibliographical  note:  The  first  chapter  of  this  book  was  pub- 
lished in  THE  POPULAR  MAGAZINE,  Yol.  LXYII,  No.  4,  March  7, 
1923,  as  a short  story  under  the  title  of  "The  Dead  Clew" , 
pages  . 88-102  inclusive.  The  final  paragraph  reads: 

"The  Past  was  past.  The  Unknown  confronted  me.  I went 
on  to  meet  the  future,  the  unveiling  of  the  tragedy — and  the 
hidden  joy." 

It  was  prefaced  on  page  88  by  the  following  editorial 

note: 

"In  this  story  of  what  happened  that  night  in  The  Temple 
of  the  August  Peace  the  author  has  caught  the  real  spirit  of 
China — and  passes  it  on  to  the  reader.  Everyone  on  our  staff 
who  has  read  the  story  is  so  enthusiastic  about  it  that  we 
have  asked  Mr.  Beck  to  send  us  another  telling  "what  happened 
next."  We  are  sure  that  you’ll  feel  the  same  way  about  it 
when  you  have  finished  reading  "The  Dead  Clew". 

The  British  edition  was  published  in  London,  by  W.  Collins 
Sons  & Co.  Ltd.  (1925)  290  p. 


'( 
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Beck,  L.  Adams 


The  Y/ay  of  Power:  Studies  in  the  Occult;  New  York, 
Cosmopolitan  Book  Corporation,  1931  Third  Printing  (1927, 

1928)  285p . 

This  book  constitutes  an  exposition  of  the  Indian  phil- 
osophy of  attainment  of  realization,  including  the  four  paths 
of  Yoga.  The  ultimate  goal  is  to  understand  that  the  universe 
and  the  individual  are  one  and  eternal,  so  that  time  and  the 
phenomenal  world  are  merely  aspects  of  the  real  presented  to 
us  by  our  senses. 

Her  own  personal  experiences  and  adventures  of  the  mind 
on  the  path  to  realization  form,  a part  of  the  book,  but  she 
says  that  she  could  not  tell  all  of  these. 

I am  inclined  to  believe  that  she  did  grasp  the  funda- 
mental view  of  the  universe  which  I hold,'  and  she  certainly 
disciplined  herself  lto  an  extent  of  which  I am  unlikely  to  be 
capable . 

Her  way  of  expressing  things  is  not  mine,  but  we  are 
closely  allied  in  our  fundamental  beliefs. 


Beck,  L(ily)  Adams 


The  Way  of  Stars:  A Romance  of  Reincarnation;  New  York, 
Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  1925  408pp. 

Archeologists  Seton  and  Conway  are  led  by  Alphonse  to 
investigate  a tomb  which  is  alleged  to  be  that  of  Queen  Nefert 
of  the  Atlanteans.  Seton  picks  up  a ring  near  the  body  of  the 
Queen,  is  fascinated  by  her  beauty,  and  dismayed  when  it  falls 
into  dust. 

Hidden  in  a recess  in  the  back  of  her  throne  is  a scrd  1 
which,  when  translated  proves  to  be  a prophecy  that  Nefert  and 
her  brother  will  again  incarnate  and  attempt  to  rule  the  world. 
Revel,  an  inscrutable  oriental  of  mixed  parentage,  hypnotizes 
Seton  and  gets  him  while  in  trance  to  reveal  the  whereabouts 
of  the  scroll,  obtains  possession  of  it,  gets  Seton  further 
under  hypnotic  control  through  the  ring,  then  sets  out  for 
India  where,  with  the  aid  of  Russian  influence,  he  overthrows 
British  rule. 

Seton  falls  in  love  with  Venetia  Grant,  who  with  her  older 
sister  Sara,  is  familiar  with  India  and  one  of  its  ruling  fam- 
ilies. The  old  Began,  mother  of  the  prince,  is  hospitable  and 
friendly;  the  wife  of  the  Prince  is  barren  and  sad  that  she  is 
liable  to  be  supplanted.  Nefert,  in  the  guise  of  a mysterious 
companion  of  Revel,  is  to  supplant  the  Begam  Gu Ibadan;  but  the 
Prince  Mahmud  Mirza  is  killed;  Gulbadan  kills  Revel  who  tries 
to  break  purdah  and  court  Gulbadan;  so  Nefert  is  left  to  rule 
alone.  She  co-operates  with  Barikoff,  who  is  nearly  as  danger- 
ous as  Revel;  releases  Seton  who  has  been  held  prisoner  in  hope 
that  Nefert  can  enthrall  him;  and  Seton  foils  Barikoff,  sets  a 
false  trail  which  enables  to  British  to  regain  power;  and  is 
finally  re-united  with  Venetia. 

Influencing  the  mystical  teaching  which  runs  through  the 
novel  is  Jadrup  Gosein,  a guru  from  whom  both  Venetia  and  Seton 
learn  the  transcendent  knowledge  which  enables  them  to  view  all 
temporal  things  from  a four-dimensional  viewpoint. 

This  is  an  interesting  re-telling  of  the  Asian  legendary 
prophecy  which  forecasts  the  coming  of  another  world  conqueror 
who  shall  throw  off  the  influence  of  western  civilization  and 
mark  the  ascendancy  of  oriental  power.  Francis  Beedin^s  "The 
Hidden  Kingdom"  comes  to  mind;  also  Abdullah’s  "Night  Drums". 


Beckley,  Timothy  Green 

The  Shaver  Mystery  and  The  Inner  Earth;  Illustrated; 
Clarksburg,  West  Virginia,  Sauoerian  Publications  (1967)  118p. 

Both  Shaver  and  Palmer  contributed  articles  to  this  sym- 
posium concerning  the  title  subjects.  The  Palmer  "appendix" 
suggests  that  Palmer  experienced  supernormal  influences  at  the 
home  of  Shaver,  and  there  are  reproductions  of  typical  "rock 
photos". 

None  of  this  material  is  convincing;  and  it  is  quite  evi- 
dently compiled  to  support  as  propaganda  the  evidence  which 
makes  the  existence  of  the  articles  and  books  on  the  subject  a 
continuing  publishing  project. 

The  Shaver-Palmer  controversy  about  their  relative  con- 
tributions to  the  Shaver  Mystery  is  detailed  further  in  the 
volume  edited  by  Beckley  and  entitled  The  Subterranean  World. 


Beckley,  Timothy'  Green  (Editor) 

The  Subterranean  World;  Clarksburg,  West  Virginia, 
Sauoerian  Sshiissciisinx  Books  (Saucerian  Press,  Inc,  (1971)  55p. 

, The  main  interest  in  this  volume  is  the  controvery  between 
Pay  Palmer  and  Pi chard  Shaver  over  the  extent  of  Palmer’s  con- 
tribution to  the  writing  of  The  Shaver  Vystery,  Palmer  main- 
tains that  editorial  imperatives  made  necessary  his  presenting 
the  earliest  story  as  ancestral  memory  in  fic lionized  form,  and 
that  the  material  as  submitted  by  Shaver  could  not  have  been 
presented  in  the  magazine  otherwise. 

Chapter  8 is  an  effort  to  indicate  that  The  Smoky  God  may 
have  been  a factual  exploration  (not  fiction). 


UZ-. 


Beebe,  Lucius 

The  Big  Spenders;  New  York,  Pocket  Books  ( '#12504), 
(April,  1966,  Doubleday);  Illustrated;  Index  449p. 

This  Is  an  anecdotal,  rather  than  a formal,  social. his- 
tory -of  the  spending  hah  its  of  the  richest  American  families 
from  Andrew  Carnegie  to  Frederick  H.  Prince,  with  little  to 
do  with. events  following  the  1929  stock  market  crash, 

I believe  that  many  of  the  stories' are  exaggerated,  but 
the  whims  and  foibles  of  people  with  money  to  burn  evince 
the  fantasy  which  I find  so  fascinating.  Curiously,  not  even 
incidental  mention  is  made  of  the  more  recent  billionaires 
like  Hughes  and  Getty  for  comparative  purposes;  but  I have 
read  a few  qf  the  books  to  which  mention  Is  made  In  the  bib- 
liography, and.  I have  in  my  library  others  not  yet  read, 

.A  reasonably,  clear  inf  erence.'  can  " be  "rawn  that  wealth 
'entails  responsibility,  social  obligations,  and:  ostentation 
or 'secretiveness  that  I would  find  repellent. 

This  is  an  incidental  reference  to  the  moneyed  people, 
touching  on  how  they  obtained  their  wealth,  bu  t g on centra  ting 
on  how  they  spent  it.  Aside  from  status  acquired  as  a result 
of  wea 1 th , the  pe  rsona 1 i 1 1 e s of  many  we re  in  t e re  sting. 


Beerbohm,  lx 


Seven  Men  and  Two  Others;  Melbourne, 
William  He inemann  Ltd  (1919,  1950) 


London,  Toronto, 

28  3p . 


Con tents 


1.  Enoch  Soames  1* 

2.  Hilary  Maltby  & Stephen  Braxton  53* 

3.  James  Pethel  113 

4.  A.  V.  Laider  147* 

5.  Felix  Argallo  & Walter  Ledge tt  189 

6.  1 Savonarola  1 Brown  233 


(1)  A time-travel  story,  likely  written  under  the  inspi- 
ration of  Wells.  (2)  One  writer  wrongs  another  and  is  haunted 
by  his  ghost,  (3)  A gambler  insists  on  enjoying  risk,  (4)  A 
highly  imaginative  man  is  able  to  contrive  stories  to  suit  his 
listener1 s expectations.  (5)  This  is  the  most  important  story 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a book  collector.  It  shows  how  a 
speculator  in  books  can  contrive  the  influence  public  taste  in 
authors  and  reading,  and  thus  increase  the  market  value  of  his 
first  editions.  (6)  An  unfinished  play  is  exposed  to  completion 
by  readers,  and  involves  most  of  the  important  Italian  writers 
and  artists. 


Aside  from  (5)  these  stories  are  important  only  for  their 
writing  expertise. 


1982  HQs  CANADA  CONVENTION 

CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


REGISTRATION  FORM  EXPLANATION 


This  year  there  is  a Women's  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8.00 
per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay. 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattress 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F.  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F.  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care....  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


Beerbohm,  Max 


Zuleika  Dobson,  or,  An  Oxford  Love  Ttory;  New  York, 

John  Lane  Company,  1912  (1911,  Publishers)  358p. 

Penguin  Books  (#895),  (1952,1954)  252p. 

" Modern  Classics  (#895),  (1961)  252p. 

Elegantly  written,  this  spoof,  really  a comedy  of  man- 
ners, supposes  the  granddaughter  of  the  Warden  of  Judas  in 
Oxford  captivates  every  man  who  sees  her,  and  particularly  a 
duke  who  immediately  proposes  marriage.  "Rejected,  he  says 
he  will  commit  suicide;  she  is  happy  at  this  sign  of  his 
love,  and  even  when  a horde  of  undergraduates  also  commit 
themselves  to  suicide,  she  accepts  this  as  her  due. 

The  incidental  conversations  and  episodes  support  this 
ridiculous  spoof,  even  to  the  Duke  who  gives  to  the  daughter 
of  his  housekeeper  a pair  of  earrings  given  him  by  Zuleika 
in  exchange  for  shirt  studs,  as  a token  of  his  regard  for 
the  daughter1 s beauty,  knowing  her  avowed  love  for  him.  Bhe 
switches  her  love  to  a dwarfed  undergraduate  living  above, 
who  has  reneged  on  his  agreement  to  commit  suicide  with  his 
friends . 

Their  romance  is  symbolically  viewed  by  the  ghost  or 
spirit  of  the  founder  of  an  exclusive  club  headed  by  the  Duke 
and  by  spirits  of  ancestors,  but  these  supernormal  incidents 
and  the  changing  of  the  color  of  the  pearls  in  the  studs  and 
earrings  are  sufficient  to  classify  this  story  as  fantasy, 
but  neither  these  elements  or  the  story  are  important  in  a 
fantasy  collection. 

As  an  experiment  in  literary  style  and  presentation,  I 
can  see  this  book  having  become  a classic. 


C . 1981  Serving  Schedule 


The  schedule  given  below  should  be  considered  a tentative  schedule  as 
it  is  based  on  the  current  membership  of  the  Eldership  and  Diaconate  whiclr 
is  subject  to  change  at  the  Annual  Congregational  Meeting  in  February. 

It  does,  however,  show  how  the  program  modifications  described  above 
affect  the  long  and  complicated  lists  of  the  past  - and  how  the  program 
will  look  to  others  on  paper.  And,  in  the  meantime,  this  will  stand  as 
the  working  list. 


I .  Elders  of  the  Month 


January  - A1  Owen,  Elaine  Owen 
February  - Henry  Wood,  Jackie  Wood 
March  - Fred  Henderson,  Maynard  Houston 
April  - Elaine  Owen,  Henry  Wood 
May  - Jackie  Wood,  Fred  Henderson 
June  - Maynard  Houston,  Al  Owen 


July  - Henry  Wood,  Elaine  Owen 
August  - Al  Owen,  Jackie  Wood 
Sept.  - M.  Houston,  Henry  Wood 
October  - E.  Owen,  F.  Hendersor 
November  - Jackie  Wood, M.Houstc 
December  - F.  Henderson,  A.  Owe 


II.  Deacon  of  the  Month 

Ernesto  Concepcion 
Yvonne  Christopher 
Rolando  Manalang 
Wilma  Weekes 
Yvonne  Richmond 
Ernesto  Concepcion 
Rolando  Manalang 
Wilma  Weekes 
Nida  Manalang 
Ernesto  Concepcion 
Yvonne  Richmond 
Rolando  Manalang 


III .  Communion  Preparers 

Norma  Boulton 
Jessie  Anderson 
Linda  Concepcion 
Debbie  Hiebert 
Nida  Manalang 
Jessie  Anderson 
Norma  Boulton 
Linda  Concepcion 
Yvonne  Christopher 
Debbie  Hiebert 
Jessie  Anderson 
Norma  Boulton 


- January 

- February 

- March 

- April 

- May 

- June 

- July 

- August 

- September 

- October 

- November 

- December 


Bekessy,  Emery 

Barabbas:  A Novel  of  the  Time  of  Jesus;  by  Emery  Bekessy 
with  the  Collaboration  of  Andreas  Hemberger;  Translated  fron 
the  German  by  Richard  and  Clara  Winston;  He?/  York,  Prentice  - 
Hall,  Inc.,  1946;  324p. 

In  this  novel,  Barabbas  is  said  to  have  seen  and  heard 
Jesus  more  often  than  in  any  other  I have  read.  He  is  troubled 
because  he  realizes  the  power  of  Christ  even ' though  Jesus1 s 
teaching  is  directly  opposed  to  his  own  creed  of  revolt  and 
violence . 

Although  not  explicitly,  a liason  is  claimed  between 
Pilate  and  Mary  of  Magda la  condoned  by  Claudia  Pilate’s  with 
who  admires  and  loves  Mary  and  cones  like  her  to  revere  Jesus. 
Joseph  of  Arimathea  declares  his  faith  and  tries  to  influence 
Pilate;  Lazarus  shelters  Barabbas  and  his  friend  Ezra;  the 
Jewish  priests  plot  with  Barabbas  and  then  betray  him  to  Pilate; 
Pilate’s  position  in  declaring  Barabbas  as  merely  a robber  and 
refusing  to  take  him  seriously  as  a threat  to  Rone  is  made  very 
clear;  and  the  manoevring  of  the  priests  to  get  Pilate  to  gi.  ve 
the  mob  a choice  of  Christ  or  Barabbas  is  detailed. 

This  is  an  interesting  novel,  but  the  reader  is  not  led 
to  identify  himself  with  any  of  the  characters  and  the  final 
portrayal  of  Barabbas  as  the  symbol  of  hate  is  unconvincing. 

In  this  novel,  Barabbas  is  said  to  love  a girl  named 
Miriam,  who  is  tortured  and  killed  by  Roman  soldiers  for  her 
part  in  aiding  Barabbas. 

Apart  from  Claudia’s  dream  which  led  her  to  intervene 
with  her  husband  on  Jesus’s  behalf,  and  the  aura  of  light 
about  Jesus,  the  element  of  fantasy  is  ignored. 


Bell,  Eric  Temple 


The  Search  for  Truth;  New  York,  Reynal  & Hitchcock  (1934, 

The  Williams  & Wilkins  Company)  279p. 

London,  George  Allen  & Unwin  Ltd  (1935)  279p. 

The  text  of  both  editions  is  identical. 

My  impression  of  Bell’s  overall  position  is  that  ultimate 
truth  is  unattainable.  His  historical  review  indicates  that  the 
criteria  used  by  authority  were  designed  to  maintain  power  and 
until  the  scientific  method  came  into  use  there  was  no  check  on 
belief  . 

I had  just  finished  reading  six  books  by  James  H.  Hyslop  and 
his  clear  style  of  exposition  and  reasoning  made  Bell’s  discur- 
sive and  indirect  allusive  composition  irritating.  Bell  uses 
humor  to  lighten  his  text,  but  this  distracts  from  his  reasoning 
and  he  defers  to  later  chapters  the  conclusions  hinted  at  in  the 
earlier  ones. 

From  pages  34  to  40  he  criticises  Dunne’s  An  Experiment  with 
Time  and  the  use  made  of  it  by  Wells  in  The  Shape  of  Things  to 
Come . The  next  chapter  jeers  at  Pyramid  Prophecy.  Not  until 
Chapter  XV  ’’The  Fourth  Dimension’’  does  he  expound  his  reasons  for 
being  contemptuous  of  Dunne’s  extrapolations  from  the  facts  used 
in  support  of  his  ideas.  Bell  condemns  extrapolation  throughout 
history,  yet  as  a science  fiction  author  John  Taine  he  used  ex- 
trapolation himself.  He  says  nothing  of  Dunne’s  facts. 

My  ignorance  of  mathematics  made  it  difficult  for  me  to  un- 
derstand parts  of  the  text,  but  in  spite  of  Bell’s  reverence  for 
science  his  contempt  for  mystics  like  Maeterlinck  left  him  in- 
capable of  accepting  ideas  with  which  science  has  no  concern. 

Bell  was  a hard  worker  and  a respected  mathematician,  but  I 
am  unable  to  accept  his  viewpoint  without  reservations.  The 
failure  may  be  my  fault  since  Bell  based  his  book  on  extensive 
reading  I lack. 

There  is  no  mention  of  his  fiction  in  this  volume. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
October  16,  1999 
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Bell,  Hesketh  J . 


Obeah;  Witchcraft  in  the  West  Indies;  Westport,  Connecticut, 
Negro  Universities  Press  (1970);  Originally  published  in  1889  by 
Sampson  Low,  Marston,  Searle  and  Rivington  200p. 

Although  devoted  mainly  to  the  geography  and  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  people  of  Grenada,  mention  is  made  of  Barbados  and  of 
others  of  the  Windward  Isles.  Bell  was  impatiently  sceptical  of 
the  local  superstitions,  but  in  one  chapter  accepted  detailed  ac- 
counts of  poltergeist  occurrences  reported  by  credible  witnesses. 
Chapter  9 is  devoted  to  these;  and  Charles  Fort  summarized  the 
case  of  Angelique  Cottin  (here  named  Angelina)  who  was  called  the 
Electric  Girl. 

Chapter  14  covers  views  on  superstitions,  particularly  vam- 
pirism and  the  werewolf,  and  tries  to  explain  the  hold  which  these 
beliefs  had  on  the  natives. 

Bell  was  convinced  that  economically,  the  natives  of  Grenada 
were  better  off  than  the  poor  of  "civilized"  countries. 

If  only  because  of  the  detailed  account  of  Cottin,  this  book 
is  worth  keeping  for  reference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  3,  1996 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831  -7777 


CELEBRATING 

the  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

Q-  A S’  E F E ' T E ! 


FmstCitplhiisl 


Bell,  John,  and  Choyce,  Lesley  (Editors) 

Tisions  from  the  Edge:  An  Anthology  of  Atlantic  Cana  - 
dian  Science  Fiction  and  Fantasy;  Illustrated  by  Rand  Gay- 
nor;  Porters  Lake,  Nova  Scotia,  Pottersfield  Press,  1981; 


(1981,  Publishers) 

Contents 

215p. 

Introduc  tion 

6 

1.  Archibald  MacMechan 

The  Porter  of  Bagdad 

11 

2.  James  DeMille 

The  Swamp  Monster 

15 

3.  Francis  Blake  Crofton 

Hairbreadthe  Escapes  of  Major 

Mendax 

21 

4.  Sir  Charles  G.  D. 
Roberts 

The  Stone  Dog 

28 

5 . S imon  Ne  w c omb 

The  End  of  the  World 

34 

6.  H.  Percy  Blanchard 

After  the  Cataclysm 

46 

7.  Francis  Flagg 

The  Dancer  in  the  Crystal 

104 

8.  Laurence  Manning 

The  Living  Galaxy 

121 

9,  L,  M.  Montgomery 

House  Party  at  Smoky  Island 

131 

10. T.  H0  Raddail 

The  Amulet 

139 

11 o Desmond  Pacey 

The  Ghost  of  Reddleman  Lane 

150 

12. Douglas  Angus 

About  Time  to  go  South 

155 

13. Hugh  MacLennan 

Remembrance  Day,  2010 

162 

14 a Eliza be th  Mann  Borgese 

For  Sale,  Reasonable 

170 

15. Andrew  Wetmore 

Owe,  Canada 

174 

16. H.  R»  Percy 

Let-ter  from  America 

179 

17 o Jean  Marie  Chard 

Space  Greens 

187 

18. Spider  Robinson 

It’s  a Sunny  Day 

193 

19 .Harold  Waite rs 

The-  Sow's  Ear 

204 

20. William  Kotzwinkle 

The  Curio  Shop 

213 

The  autobiographical  notes  preceding  each  story  are  of 
great  interest  and  value,  as  are  the  keynotes  to  the  stories. 

(l)  The  visionary  paradise  of  a simple  man.  (2)  Excerpt 
previously  read  (PR).  (3)  3 excerpts,  PR.  (4),  PR.  (5)  Comet 
threatens  Earth.  (6)  Invading  space  object  causes  catastrophe 
to  Earth,  decimating  population  and  leaving  plenty  for  the 
survivors  of  all  wealth,  therefore'  valueless.  An  early  fore- 
cast of  the  present  surpluses  created  by  efficient  technology 
which  has  also  made  it  impossible  to  sell  at  a profit  to  in- 
dividuals, companies,  or  nations,  which  have  been  bankrupted 
because  of  these  unsalable  surpluses.  (7)  Crystals  from  space 
absorb  electrical  energy,  causing  breakdown  of  technology. 

(8)  Are  galaxies  living  entities?  (9)  An  illogical  and  inex- 
plicable ghost  story.  (10)  Transmigration  of  souls?  longevi- 
ty? Excellent  story  with  alternate  hypotheses.  ( 11 ) Routine 
ghostly  adventure.  (12)  Incident  rather  than  story  about  two 
men  searching  for  relief  for  an  aching  tooth  when  dentists  are 
no  longer  available.  (13)  Ironic  comparison  of  US  & Russia 
competing  instead  of  cooperating.  (14)  Man  competing  with 
machine  for  work.  (15)  Commercialism  in  chaos.  (16)  Forecast 
of  life  under  French  rule.  ( 17 ) Plant  life  aliens  enticed  by 
music.  (18)  Genetic  control  alleviated  by  humanism.  (19)  A 
lottery  win  does  not  change  the  nature  of  the  winner.  (20)  A 
bauble  turns  out  to  be  Earth  in  a macroscopic  world. 

A representative  anthology  of  varying  merit0 
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Bell,  Neil  ('’Miles”} 

The  Gas  War  of  1940;  London,  Collins  (#505) 

v. t. : Valiant  Clay 

This  future  war  novel  depicts  in  horrifying  detail  the 
consequences  of  all-out  use  of  gas  in  warfare.  It  is  told  in 
the  form  of  a narrative  by  the  English  Dictator  (Director)  at 
the  time  on  his  deathbed  in  hospital  to  his  year-old  son,  the 
youngest  of  his  three  children  and  the  only  possible  survivor 
of  his  family. 

The  political  details  and  alliances  are  mistaken,  but 
tjjgse  are  secondary  to  the  message  that  war  must  be  abolished 
and  gas  not  used.  Bell  emphasises  the  ||rongness  of  the  Treaty 
of  Versailles,  and  its  consequences. 

Well-written  and  interesting,  this  is  still  not  a human 
interest  story,  but  a depiction  of  catastrophe. 


1982  CANADA  CONVENTION 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  (Disciples  of  Christ) 


REGISTRATION  FORM  EXPLANATION 


This  year  there  is  a Women’s  Retreat  prior  to  the  Convention  itself.  The  Mennonite 
Brethren  Bible  College  is  available  Tuesday  night  for  those  wishing  to  arrive  early 
for  this  event. 

A.  Registration  ...  We  hope  you  will  find  this  self  explanatory.  Please  note 
separate  registration  for  Encounter  Groups.  There  is  no  Convention  registration  fee 
for  children  under  eleven  years.  (See  Day  Care). 

B.  Accomodation...  The  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  is  passing  along  the  $8.00 
per  person  bedding  charge,  in  which  they  receive  no  profit.  This  bedding  is  for  the 
entire  time.,  regardless  of  how  long  you  stay. 

Children  twelve  years  and  under  who  stay  with  adults,  will  be  provided  with  a mattress 
at  one  half  the  $4.50  adult  price...  i.e.  $2.25  per  night  and  their  linen  is  $8.00 

C.  Meals...  For  catering  purposes,  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  must  have  an 
accurate  count  in  advance  of  the  Convention. 

You  will  note  there  is  no  supper  being  served  on  Saturday  at  the  Convention  site. 

The  cafeteria  will  be  closed  on  Sunday  morning.  Home  Street  church  will  be  providing 
a light  complimentary  lunch  following  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service. 

For  children  under  twelve,  all  meals  are  half  adult  price,  with  exception  of  those 
three  years  and  under,  whose  meals  are  free. 

The  C.C.W.F.  luncheon  has  been  combined  with  the  C.C.M.F.  luncheon  because  of  our 
special  speaker.  Dr.  Jean  Woolfolk. 

D.  Child  Care....  The  cost  of  $4.00  per  day  includes  two  snacks  and  a noon  meal, 
and  the  childs  care  after  breakfast  until  5.00  p.m. 


Bell,  Neil 

Valiant  Clay;  London,  Collins,  1934  (Re-Issue) 
v.t.:  The  Gas  War  of  1940  by  "Miles" 

Gee  my  notes  under  v.t. 


302p . 


HOME  STREET 


CHRISTIAN  CHURCH 


(DISCIPLES  OF  CHRIST) 


240  HOME  STREET  ■ WINNIPEG,  MANITOBA  R3G  1X3  • (204)  783-5881 


May  30,  1982 


Dear  Home  Street  Youths 

Just  a note  to  let  you  know  of  the  fun  and  exciting 
youth  activities  coming  your  way  this  Summer. 

First  - Youth  Campout,  July  1-4  at 

Spruce  Woods  Provincial  Park 
A registration  form  is  enclosed  - note  its  due  date: 

June  20.  This  is  especially  for  you  - the  youth  of 
Home  Street  Church  - and  your  friends.  We'll  leave 
the  church  at  8:30  AM,  July  1. 

Second  - Encounter  '82,  August  8-15  at 
Bird's  Hill  Provincial  Park 

This  is  the  Big  One!  Youth  from  all  across  Canada  will 
be  joining  us  for  a terrific  week.  Camp  leader  will  be 
Steve  Mabry  from  Sacramento,  California.  If  you 
attended  the  Anaheim  Assembly  last  year,  you  may 
remember  him  as  one  of  the  youth  leaders  - the  one 
with  the  guitar.  Enclosed  is  further  information  on 
Encounter  and  an  Encounter  Registration  form.  Note 
its  due  date:  June  30* 

Again  this  year  you  have  something  great  to  work 
for.  Bottles?  Car  washes?  Whatever;  it's  time  to 
begin.  I'll  be  in  touch. 


In  His  Service, 


Bell-Cllf ford  9 Sidney 

Mind- Training  for  Success  in  life  and'  Happiness;  In 
Five  Volumes,;  Victoria,  B»  0.,  The  Institute  of  Applied 
Psychology  (No  date  or  copyright  notice);  112;  100;  92; 

88;  88p, 

These  'five.  volumes  are  typewritten  on  very  heavy -paper, 
double-spaced  for  easy  reading,  and  bound  'with  double  screw- 
locks,  bound  in  gold-colored  pasteboard,  limp,  which  cracks 
from  the  necessary  pressure  required  to  open  and  read. 

The  principles  enunciated  are  sound  and  well  presented, 
worth  re-reading  often1  and  .practised. 

Although  X do  not  have  the  character  to  follow  the  pre- 
cepts advocated,  X recognize  their  worth,  the  author  gives 
in  the  final  volume  two  instances  of  his  own  ability,  to  size 
’up  difficult  situations  and  prepare  plans  to  overcome  them, 
and  h©  has  obviously  studied  the  principles  he  advocates  as 
a sure  road  to  success.  % 

His  method  of  presenting  his  views  in  these  volumes  is 
a pretty  fair  indication  of  his  originality.  His  autographed 
inscription  at  the  beginning  of  each  volume  suggests  genuine 
friendly  interest  in  the  purchaser;  and  although;  his  retail 
price  for  these  books  was  probably  high,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  if  his  precepts  are  followed,  high  profits  and  benefits 
would  accrue  to  his  readers.  - ' 

I dp  not  know  whether  everything  he  says  is  repeated  in 
other  similar  "success"  books,  but  I suspect  that  he  may  have 
imitated  Collier’s  set.  Certainly,  with  minor  dorrections, 
all  the  material  could  easily  be  reprinted  in- a sir.  He  short 
book. 

Basically,  the  author  insists  that  oppor tunities  lie  all 
about,  and  are  available  to  the  man  whose  confidence  in  his 
plans  and  work,  and  in  himself,  warrant  his  taking  advantage 
of  them. 


* 
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Belloc,  Hilaire 

But  Soft --We  Are  Observed!;  with  37  drawings  by  G.  K. 
Chesterton;  London,  Arrowsmith  (September,  1928)  312p 

American  Title:  Shadowed! 

This  is  along  Belloc’s  usual  line  of  a man  believed  to 
have  important  powers  followed  and  spied  upon  by  various 
interests  even  though  he  knows  nothing  of  what  is  going  on. 
It  involves  business  and  political  intrigue. 


Belloc,  Hilaire 

The  Emerald  of  Catherine  the  G.rea4?;  with  illustrations 
by  G,  K.  Chesterton;  New  York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers 

(1926,  Publishers)  218p. 

This  is  a farcical  mystery  story  about  an  emerald  which 
is  lost  in  a bearskin  rug,  found  by  a boy  who  secretes  it  in 
the  overcoat  of  a nobleman,  who  fearing  that  his  past  repu- 
tation will  convict  of  theft,  passes  it  on  to  others  who  in 
turn  pass  it  on  pbo  still  others. 

This  is  merely  a vehicle  for  Hilaire  Belloc  to  expose 
his  pet  ideas  of  political  and  personal  corruption. 


Belloc,  Hilaire 

The  Green  Overcoat;  with  illustrations  by  G,  K,  Ches- 
terton; New  -York*  Robert  M.  McBride  & Company,  1922  (First 
Published  in  1912)  334t>. 

Ha rmonds worth,  Middlesex,  Penguin  Books  (#579),  (1947) 

. 208p. 

A professor  covets  an  expensive  overcoat  and  uses  it  to 
save  himself  from  discomfort  on  a rainy  night,  intending  to 
return  it  to  the  owner  before  it  is  missed.  However,  a series 
of  incidents,  leading  to  thieves,  a fence,  a demand  for  payment 
of  a gambling  debt  from  the  father  of  a student  which  leads-  to 
kidnapping  the  professor,  his  imprisonment , exposure,  and  dis- 
grace, follows  the  usual  course  of  a semi -r humorous  mystery  by 
Be  Ho  c , 


Belloc,  Hilaire 


The  Man  Who  Made  Gold;  with  17  drawings -by  G.  K.  Ches- 
terton; London,  Arrowsmith  (1930)  2966. 

New  York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers  Publishers 
(1921),  (Belloc)  296p, 

The  American  edition  appears  to  have  been  produced  from 
the  British  plates. 

This  is  the  only  science  fiction  novel  I have  read  by 
Belloc.  A student  discovers,  by  reading  the  alchemists,  a 
way  to  manufacture  gold,  dies  of  -drug  addiction  leaving  the 
formula  unknown,  but  a supply  of  the  agent  vfa  ich  produces 
the  transmutation  of  lead  for  gold,  and  his  professor  gets 
a business  friend  who  operates  a gold  trinket  shop  to  market 
the  gold  in  the  form  of  art  objects,  thus  hiding  the  fact  of 
large  supply  of  bullion.  They  argue  because  the  professor 
believes  himself  unfairly  trated  in  division  of  the  spoils, 
and  the  ]a  ter  cart  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  the  trials  and 
■tribulations  of  the  professor  when  the  reagent  explodes  and 
he  flees  the -authorities  when  a crooked  politician  learns  of 
the  scheme  and  passes  a law  to  make  illegal  the  production  o 
gold  unauthorized  by  the  Government. 

Although  an -important  novel  of  its  kind,  it  is  not  of 
unusual  importance  in  a science  fiction  collection; 


Belloc,  Hilaire 


The  Mercy  of  Allah;  London,  Ghat  to  & W Indus,  1922;  (2nd 
Impr.,  May,  1922)  313p. 

Fourteen  episodes  in  thelife  of  a wealthy  millionaire 
are  told  by  him  to  his  nephews,  sons  of  his  impecunious  doc- 
tor brother.  These  constitute  lessons  in  rascality,  commer- 
cial racketeering,  and  swindling,  both  wins  and  losses  exa- 
mined, and  with  the  narrator  willing  to  commend  the  expertise 
of  those  whose  ingenuity  exceeds  his  own.  In  fact,  one  of 
his  nephews  gets  to  use  his  signature  to  a cheque  which  is  for 
an  amount  excessive,  yet  he  appoints  this  lad  his  heir  for 
having  outwitted  him. 

Told  tongue-in-cheek  with  mock  seriousness,  these  tales 
are  all  interesting  and  amusing.  Ba-ybrooke  rates  Belloc’s 
fiction  as  the  lowest  category  of  his  writings,  but  this  is 
perhaps  his  most  interesting  fiction. 
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Belloc,  Hilaire 

M-r.  Petre;  Illustrated  by  G.  K.  Chesterton;  New  York, 
Robert  M.  McBride  & Company,  1925  (1925,  Publishers),  (2nd 
Printing,  November,  1925)  276p. 

A middle-aged  man  landing  in  London  from  America  finds 
himself  without  memory  of  his  identity.  As  in  many  others 
of  Bellocfs  books  (and  also  as  in  a Peter  Sellars1  film)  an 
assumption  of  his  being  a wealthy  man  named  Petre  gives 
others  opportunities  to  operate  huge  financial  schemes  which 
thrust  wealth  upon  him  merely  because'  he  acts  mysteriously 
because  of  his  memory  disability.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
story,  the  real  Mr*  Petre^-an  American  financier,  lears  of 
the  use  of  his  name  and  tries  to  profit  from  the  wealth  his 
namesake  has  acquired,  but  without  success. 


Belloc,  Hilaire  (M*P«) 


Pongo  and:  the  Bull;  London,  Constable  & Company  Limited 

1910  30 5p . 

This  is  a political  satire,  fantasy  only  because  it  is 
supposed  to  be  taking  place  in  the  year  1925. 

The  theme  is  that  the  two  opposition  parties  in  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  are  really  co-operating  in  maneuvering  loans' 
paid  for  by  the  taxpayer  so  that  they  benefit  by  commissions 
or  by  influence . Pongo  is  the  leader  of  the  opposition,  and 
is  supposed  to  argue  futilely  against  a loan  for  India,  which 
has  been  arranged  privately  by  the  Prime  Mini  after  and  his; 
wife  with  a financier  who  collects  antiques- associated  with 
Disraeli.  In  search  of  an  "authentic"  spoon  in  France,  the 
financier  is  held  by  the  authorities  and  Pongo,  learning  of 
bull-fighting,  is  later  delayed  for  his  appearance  in  Parlia- 
ment by  an  English  bull,  thus  spoiling  the  plan  of  the  loan. 

This  is  of  no  importance  in  a fantasy  collection,  but  is 
well-written  and  of  possible  value  for  collectors  of  Belloc's 
works. 


. 


Belloc,  Hilaire 

The  Postmaster-General;  with  30  drawings  by  G.  K.  Ches- 
terton; London,  Ar'rowsmith  (1932)  286p, 

This  is  a political  satire  about  a man  who  accepted  the 
tax-free  managership  of  a corporation  which  he  favored  with 
the  television  contract  for  the  Government.  Belloc’s  usual 
exposure  of  the  corruption  is  rather  better  portrayed  in 
this-  book  than  in  some  others,  and-  the  overthrowing  of  the 
plans  and  intrigue  is  quite  interesting. 


. 
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Belloc , Hilaire 


Shadowed!;  with  37  drawings  by  C-.  K.  Chesterton;  New 
York  and  London,  Harper  & Brothers,  Publishers,  1929  312p. 

British  title:  But  Soft --We  Are  Observed! 

See  my  notes  under  the  British  title. 


Benchley,  Peter 


The  Deep;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc., 

1976,  (1976,  author)  301p. 

London,  Andre  Deutsch  Limited;  (1976,  author)  251p. 

Married  for  the  second  time  to  a girl  more  compatible  sexu- 
ally than  his  first  wife,  David  Sanders  takes  Gail  to  Bermuda  for 
their  honeymoon.  A cargo  ship  sunk  during  the  second  world  war 
and  suspected  of  carrying  drugs  in  liquid  form  in  ampules  forms 
their  aim  for  diving,  and  incidentally  nearby  they  find  a pirate 
shipfs  remains  containing  jewels  and  antique  treasure. 

An  unscrupulous  revolutionary,  Cloche,  tries  to  frighten 
them  into  surrendering  their  finds,  but  they  defeat  his  designs 
with  the  help  of  Romer  Treece,  diver  and  treasure  hunter,  who  has 
lost  his  wife  under  tragic  circumstances  and  warns  them  to  expect 
no  help  or  protection  from  the  authorities. 

No  fantasy  elements  are  involved  in  the  voodoo  tactics  used 
by  Cloche,  and  much  of  the  action  involves  diving  technique  and 
governmental  regulations  regarding  treasure  finds. 

This  is  an  adventure  story  of  little  interest  excepting  to 
people  enthusiastic  about  treasure  hunting  and  diving.  It  is 
well  enough  written  for  pastime. 

New  York,  Toronto,  London,  Bantam  Books  (#10422);  (April, 

1977,  4th  printing)  291p. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831  -7777 

the  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

C A SE  FETE! 

FlRsJCnrThusl 


Bendit,  Lawrence  J.  and  Bendit  Phoebe  D. 

The  Etheric  Body  of  Man:  The  Bridge  of  consciousness;  Wheaton 
Illinois,  The  Theosophical  Publishing  Company  (1977,  publishers) 
Quest  Book.  (Formerly  Man  Incarnate , 1957)  127p. 

Following  W.  J.  Kilner fs  The  Human  Atmosphere  this  book  is 
attempting  to  combine  psychiatry  and  clairvoyance  to  explain  the 
nature  and  function  of  the  human  aura.  More  recently,  with  the 
improvement  of  photography,  color  pictures  of  the  aura  have  been 
published,  so  that  the  former  so-called  occult  has  been  made  sci- 
entific. 

Because  the  use  of  theosophical  terms  has  been  extensively 
used  in  this  book  I found  it  confusing  and  obscure.  However,  the 
attempt  to  explain  the  spiritual  influence  on  the  physical  world 
through  the  intermediation  of  the  aura  is  worth  study  and  this 
book  should  be  retained  as  a sequel  to  that  of  Kilner. 

The  authors  were  formerly  important  in  psychical  research,  so 
are  well  qualified. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  21,  2001 
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Bendit,  Laurence  J. 


The  Mirror  of  Life  and  Death;  Wheaton,  Illinois,  The  Theosoph- 
ical  Publishing  House  (1965),  (Publishers)  199p 

Usely  collaborating  with  his  wife,  he  dedicated  this  book  to 
her  because  she  felt  that  she  had  contributed  little  it.  Both  are 
sincere  students  of  parapsychology,  but  this  book  summarizes  the 
author’s  view  of  human  existence  philosophically. 

It  is  mainly  a narrative  with  few  references  to  authorities 
and  the  use  of  east  Indian  ideas.  I found  little  in  it  which  is 
not  already  available  in  books  by  Raynor  Johnson  and  Arthur  W.  Os- 
born, but  it  is  interesting  as  confirmation  of  their  views. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  27,  2002 
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Bendit,  Laurence  J. 

Paranormal  Cognition:  Its  Place  in  Human  Psychology; 
London,  Faber  and  Faber  Ltd,  (1944);  Bibliography;  79p. 

It  ig  many  year*?  since  I have  read  twice  in  immediate 
succession  any  book,  but  this  was  worth  the  effort.  It  is 
an  excellent  exposition  of  its  subject,  restricted  in  scope 
but  positive  in  its  recommendations. 

Borne  of  the  eases  used  as  illustrative  of  the  text  are 
also  mentioned  in  a book  written  in  collaboration  with  his 
wife  Pheeb©  Payhe  or  in  her  own  book  Man  * s La te n t Powe r s . 

This  book  was  accepted  by  the  Department  of  Medicine  of 
the  University  of  Cambridge  to  qualify  the  author  for  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  I am  not  aware  of  any  earlier 
thesis  so  used,  (on  gubjeet  psychics). 

Bendit  admits  that  his  essay  does  not  have  scientific 
bases  in  the  usual  accepted  sense.  He  feels,  however,  that 
there  is  general  acceptance  of  the  reality  of  paranormal 
cognition,  and  his  essay  proceeded  accordingly. 

This  book  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  two 
other  books  mentioned  above. 
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Benedetti,  Jean 

Gilles  de  Rais;  New  York,  Stein  and  Day,  (1972),  (1971, 

author);;  Maps,  Chronologies,  index  207p. 

This  biography  seems  to  cover  the  family,  estates,  and  the 
sociological  environment  of  de  Rais  than  I remember  from  reading 
The  Black  Baron  many  years  ago.  This  is  concise,  yet  offers  a 
detailed  summary  of  his  life  and  execution. 

The  scale  and  power  of  the  money  barons  of  today  is  less 
personal  but  greater  in  world  affairs  than  the  baronial  power 
of  the  past,  but  the  poor  are  no  less  victimized. 

The  sketchy  treatment  of  Joan  of  Arc  is  still  adequate  to 

indicate  her  influence  on  de  Rais,  though  his  later  life  was  so 
different  from  his  companionship  with  her  during  her  lifetime. 

Although  de  Rais  is  said  to  be  the  origin  of  the  Bluebeard 

legend,  this  is  mistaken.  He  is  said  to  have  had  a red  beard. 

His  abortive  experiments  in  black  magic  ceremonial  seem  to 
have  been  inspired  by  Prelati,  a false  friend  and  fraud. 

I have  read  several  biographies  of  Joan  of  Arc,  but  these 
do  not,  so  far  as  I can  remember,  deal  much  with  de  Rais.  But 
I have  two  cartons  of  unread  biographies  of  Joan,  and  it  is  said 
that  more  than  1500  biographies  of  her  have  been  published,  so 
I still  have  much  to  learn  about  both  these  fascinating  charac- 
ters. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  4,  1998 
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Benjamin,  C.  M. 


Strange  Sex  Practices  of  Mankind;  Hollywood,  California 
(First  Printing,  1964)  159p. 

A historical  survey  of  sexual  practices  from  primitive 
times,  through  Greece  and  Rome,  through  mediaeval  days,  and 
into  Victorian  times  in  England,  this  account  seems  to  em- 
phasize the  more  lurid  exaggerations  of  such  activity,  and 
may  be  biassed,  though  a bibliography  of  sources  is  shown  on 
the  last  page. 

It  dwells  at  length  on  the  Roman  emperors,  and  also 
touches  on  the  witchcraft  mania,  on  suppression  of  sex,  arid 
on  the  religious  connota tions. 

An  interesting  book,  but  possibly  not  reliable. 


* 


Be  nne  t , Bo  be  r t Ame  3 

•The  Shogun’s  Daughter;  'with  5 . pictures  in  color  by  V-/. 

B.  Goldbeek;  Chicago,,  A A C:  KcClurg  & Do*,  1910  420;;, 

Taking  place  in  the  1850s , ’this  'nor  el  Deals  with  a Ja- 
panese noble  who  disobeys  the  law  forbidding  intercourse  with 
the  western  world  by  boarding  a ship  and  a? cap  ting  the  help 
of  Worth- Adams , whose  ancestor  Will  was  the  first  occidental 
to  be  granted  status  in  Japan,  Worth  narrates  the  story  of 
his  falling  in -love  with  the  Shogun’s  daughter  to  whom  his 
friend  had  been  be  troth  ed  when  she  was  only  6 years  of  age; 
of  his. friend’s  committing  hari-kari  in  expiation  of  his  ha- 
ving broken  the  law;  and  of  his  acceptance  into  the  family  o-f 
his  dead  friend. 

Although  the  adventure  part 'of  this  novel  is  interesting, 
its  chief  importance  is  in  its  outline  of  the  differing  social 
code’  and  customs  of  the  Japanese.  This  alien'  culture,  with 
its  formality  and  restrictions,  is  still  highly  praised  by  the 
author,  though  his  character  stands  by  His  own  values  as  an 
American  of  wealth  and-  family ' s ta  tus  . 

B'xtremely  well-written,  this  novel  is  worth  keeping  for 
reference1.  The  author’s  descriptions  of.  the.  locales  seem  to 
indicate  tha  t he  travelled  in  Japan;  but -the.,  historical  period 
was  likely  chosen  because  it  indicated  the  early  phase  of  the 
encroaching  trade  relations  initiated  by  the  U,  3.  A.,  and  the 
cultural  and  legal  prohibitions  which  had  to  be  overcome  as  a 
preliminary  to  these. 

» • ■-  ~ \ ' 1 ■ * ’ ' , ■ 

A worthwhile  book. 


Benne  tt,  Arnold 

Books  and  Persons:  Being  Comments  on  a Past  Epoch  1908- 
1911;  Hew  York,  George  H.  Doran  Company  (1917);  Index;  337p. 

Originally  published  as  weekly  articles  in  the  Hew  Age , 
this  compilation  reprints  the  more  lastingly  of  interest.  It 
seems  that  Bennett  used  the  pseudonym  of  "Jacob  TonsonfT  when 
these  appeared. 

"John  of  London"  is  identified  as  Wilfred  Whitten. 

The  articles  commencing  on  pqges  22,  36,  53,  57,  59,  84, 
109.  H7 9 123,  142,  148,  150,  158,  160,  167,  181,  201,  204, 
208,  214,  217,  239,  250,  263,  278,  294,  305,  311,  and  328  are 
those  principally  of  interest  to  me,  but  the  Index  is  useful 
for  reference  to  other  incidental  comments. 

Bennett  is  dogmatic  and  opinionated,  without  often  giving 
reasons  for  his  conclusions,  but  he  writes  well,  and  was  a 
prodigious  worker,  and  appears  to  me  to  be  Judicious  in  his 
choice  of  good  reading.  He  underestimates  A.  C.  Benson,  but 
this  is  not  surprising , • since  he  prefers  realism  to  fantasy. 

He  was  apparently  a quick  reader,  since  he  mentions  re-reading 
certain  books,  and  would  not  otherwise  have  had  time  to  do  so, 

I was^ amused  to  have  my  opinion  confirmed  in  the  essay  on 
page  328  that  he  could  not  be  bothered  with  fantasy,  the  book 
being  Adamfs  The  Future  Eve. 
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Bennett,  Arnold 

Friendship  and  Happiness;  London,  New  York,  Toronto, 
Hodder  and  Stoughton,  no  date  98  p. 

Using  the  changing  knowledge  of  the  meaning  of  Christ- 
mas, Bennett  re-affirms  that  the  essential  is  faith,  and 
that  feasting  leads  to  the  satisfaction  which  celebration  of 
friendship  and  fellowship  signifies.  Facts  are  unimportant; 
the  spirit  is  built  upon  the  imaginative  understanding  of 
others  and  their  needs;  in  achieving  this  understanding,  we 
come  to  understand  ourselves  better  and  to  bring . ourselves 
into  sympathy  with  other  humans. 

This  is  a specific  application  of  Bennett’s  philosophy 
of  eommonsense,  and  dismissal  of  superstition.  It  is  of 
minimal  importance. 


$ 


Bennett,  Arnold 


The  Ghost:  A Fantasia  on  Modern  Thenes;  London,  Jar- 
rolds,  no  date  255p. 

Lord  Glare nceux  loves  Rosetta  Rosa  the  opera  singer, 
and  when  he  dies  his  ghost  brings  accident,  ill-health  or 
misfortune  to  anyone  who  loves  her.  Sir  Cyril  Smart  who  is 
a theatrical  magnate,  is  disclosed  as  Rosa T s father  who  felt 
her  mother,  a beautiful  peasant  girl,  wjtould  be  a deter  rant 
to  his  career,  abandoned  her  with  due  provision  for  her  main- 
tenance, but  was  recognized  by  his  daughter.  Attempting  sui- 
cide with  a small  dagger  she  handed  him,  he  survived  to  help 
youSgDr.  Carl  Foster  rescue  Rosa  from  Carlotta  Des champs,  a 
rival  singer  who  goes  mad. 

Told  in  the  first  person  by  Carl,  who  is  first  made  a - 
ware  of  the  menace  of  the  ghost  by  a crystal-gazing  spiritu- 
alist, wife  of  his  cousin,  then  sees  the  ghost  bring  about  a 
train  wreck,  a steamer  collision,  the  illness  and  death  of  a' 
tenor  who  loves  Rosa  and  then  haunts  Carl  himself  to  distrac- 
tion, and  who  ;w ou Id  have  been  defeated  excepting  for  RosaTs 
intercession,  this  book  is  well-plotted,  well-written,  and  an 
excellent  example  of  a commercial  novel  which  fails  utterly 
to  involve  the  reader1 s emotions  and  carry  conviction.  The 
characters,  even  the  ghost,  are  contrived;  the  incidents  are 
mechanically  created  to  advance  the  plot,  but  the  unreality 
and  failure  to  involve  the  emotions  of  the  reader,  prove  that 
even  the  expert  novelist  cannot  make  his  literary  skill  an 
adequate  substitute  for  emotional  feeling  and  conviction. 

Yet  the  story,  as  a story,  is  interesting;  the  props  are 
handled  well,  the  plot  is  adequate.  But  in  the  end,  there  is 
no  sense  of  human  reality,  and  the  book  is  a failure. 


Bennett,  Arnold 


The  Glimpse:  An  Adventure  of  the  Soul;  London,  Chapman  & 

Hall,  Ltd.,  1912  (New  and  Cheaper  Edition)  309p  . 

A 40-year-old  music  critic  whose  love  for  his  wife  has 
taken  second  place  to  his  work  is  shocked  into  a heart  attack  when 
he  discovers  that  his  wife  is  about  to  engage  in  an  affair  with 
his  best  friend,  a libertine  but  famous  artist. 

Book  2 which  comprises  pages  108  to  195  describes  his  out-of- 
body  experience  while  he  is  apparently  dead.  This  vision  enables 
him  to  see  the  auras  of  his  wife  and  maid,  their  thoughts  which 
emanate,  and  his  own  full  life  in  sequence  but  simultaneously. 

His  return  to  life  is  not  in  time  to  prevent  his  wife  from 
attempting  suicide  by  poison;  she  survives  for  five  days  before 
dying.  His  artist  friend  pursues  and  wins  the  critic’s  sister,  a 
widow  with  a young  daughter,  and  the  critic  remains  silent  about 
his  knowledge  of  his  wife’s  infidelity. 

Book  2 is  a very  detailed  account  of  afterlife,  unusual  in  a 
novel.  Whether  Bennett  believed  in  it  is  doubtful. 

The  rapid  conclusion  of  the  novel  suggests  that  Bennett  could 
not  resolve  the  story  clearly  in  his  own  mind.  The  desultory 
events  shortly  after  the  return  to  life  support  this  view;  they 
are  almost  extraneos  to  the  main  story,  which  intended  to  deal 
with  the  mid-life  crisis  in  a marriage. 

This  is  a most  unusual  but  depressing  novel,  told  in  the  first 
person  by  the  critic,  but  cynical  in  effect. 
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Bennett , Arnold 


The  Human  Machine ; New  York,  George  H.  Doran  Company 
(Author1 3 Edition),  no  date  123p. 

Bennett  urges  the  need  for  self-control  and  insists 
that  the  soul  must  rule  the  emotions  and  sloth  of  natural 
reactions  to  environment  and  events.  He  outlines  some  of 
the  rules  which  enable  people  to  control  themselves,  and  as 
a practical  guide  to  the  art  of  living,  the  book  could  be 
useful. 


) 


Bennett,  Arnold 

Mental  Efficiency „ and  Other  Hints  to  hen  and  Yomen; 

New  Edition;  London/New  York/ Toronto , Hodde'r  and  Stoughton 
no  date  153p. 

This  is  a series  of  essays  emphasizing  the  values  in 
living 'which  are  practically  worthwhile.  Bennett  seems  to 
pprove  the  French  TTmarriage  of  convenience”  rather  than  the 
nglish  TTmarrying  for  love”  because  he  believes  that  love  is 
lasting  for  only  about  three  years,  and  then  becomes  habit. 
He  is  practical  rather  than  romantic. 

On  books,  he  says  it  is  important  to  own  good  ones  even 
if  one  never  frets  around  to  reading  them. 


! ■ 


Bennett  , Arnold 


The  Vanguard:  A Fantasia;  New  York,  The  Literary  Guild  of 
America,  1927  (1927,  author)  347p. 

A millionaire  yachtsman  kidnaps  a business  man  by  inviting 
him  to  dine  with  others  from  an  Italian  hotel,  and  inadvertently 
detains  his  date,  an  independent  young  woman  who  becomes  his  se- 
cretary and  later  his  housekeeper  on  the  yacht  Vanguard. 

Unknown  to  him,  the  young  woman  is  a friend  of  his  wife  who 
has  changed  her  name.  The  rival  businessman,  although  married 
and  with  two  mature  daughters,  is  infatuated  with  his  date  and 
surprised  by  his  wife  who  hears  from  a newspaper  report  of  girls 
attracted  to  the  yacht.  The  business  deal  is  sparked  by  a dis- 
pute between  the  millionaire  and  his  wife  over  her  refusal  to  pay 
a dress  bill,  while  he  insists:  he  wants  to  control  the  company 

so  he  can  control  its  efforts  to  force  her  to  pay. 

The  young  woman  falls  in  love  with  an  employee  of  the  mil- 
lionaire, disappointing  her  infatuated  admirer  but  bringing  about 
a reconciliation  of  the  dispute  between  her  employer  and  his 
wif  e . 


This  light  romantic  novel  is  well-written,  but  has  no  purpose 
beyond  entertainment.  It  is  certainly  not  worth  reading  again. 
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Bennett,  Edward  T. 

The  Physical  Phenomena  popularly  classed  under  the  head 
of  Spiritualism  with  Facsimile  illustrations  of  Thought-Trans- 
ference drawings  and  direct  writing;  with  a brief  introduction 
by  Sir  Oliver  Lodge;  London  and  Edinburgh,  T.  C,  & E.  0,  Jack 
(The  Shilling  Scientific  Series)  140p. 

The  title  gives  the  scope  of  this  introductory  volume  to 
the  science  of  psychical  research,  sampling  the  principle  ex- 
perimental and  observational  facts  which  support  PK,  BSP, 
sounds,  lights,  heat  and  levitation  phenomena  of  Home,  lights, 
apports,  perfumes,  and  automatic  writing  of  Moses,  and  the 
reports  of  Barrett  on  the  divining  rod,  Ma te rial izat ions  and 
thought  or  spirit  photography  are  touched  upon  as  being  worth 
investigating,  but  without  endorsement  of  their  actuality. 


Bennett,  George,  Editor 


Anthology  . 


Great  Tales  of  Action  and  Adventure;  New  York,  Dell  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Inc.  (#3202),  (1959,  editor)  256p. 

Contents 


l.The  Bamboo  Trap 

Robert  S.  Lemmon 

7 

2.Leiningen  versus 

the 

Ants 

Carl  Stephenson 

23 

3.  The  Blue  Cross 

G.  K.  Chesterton 

49 

4.  The  Most  Dangerous 

Game 

Richard  Connell 

71 

5.  The  Fourth  Man 

John  Russell 

95 

The  Interlopers 

"Saki"  (H.H.Munro) 

117 

7.  The  Adventure  of 

the 

Dancing  Men 

Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  124 

8.  The  Pit  and  the 

Pendulum 

Edgar  Allan  Poe 

153 

9.  Rescue  Party 

Arthur  C.  Clarke 

171 

10. August  Heat 

William  Fryer  Harvey 

203 

11. To  Build  a Fire 

Jack  London 

209 

12 . Action 

C.  E.  Montague 

228 

I had  previously  read  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  10,  and  11. 

(1)  reminds  me  of  "The  Cave  of  Spiders",  which  may  have  been 
written  by  Robert  Carr. 

(6)  tells  of  feudal  enemies  reconciled  by  a tree  falling  on 
them  both,  only  to  be  threatened  by  wolves. 

(9)  is  the  story  of  tentecalled  aliens  trying  to  save  earth 
from  annihilation,  only  to  discover  that  its  population  has  escaped 
in  space  ships. 

^12)  A suicidal  merchant  is  saved  by  having  to  rescue  two 
alpine  climbers,  discovering  unguessed  strength  when  emergently 
needed  . 


This  is  a good  anthology. 
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Bennett,  John 


The  Doctor  to  the  Dead:  Grotesque  Legends  & Folk  Tales 
of  Old  Charleston;  New  York/Toronto,  Rinehart  & Company,  Inc. 
(1943,  1946,  author),  one  drawing  by  the  author  260p. 

My  first  impression  was  that  this  book  was  folklore  rather 
than  fantastic  fiction,  but  the  legends  are  fictionized  and  only 
two  final  items  told  in  dialect  are  classifiable  as  folklore  as 
such . 


The  factual  basis  of  the  legends  spoils  them  as  examples 
of  fantastic  fiction  because  the  details  destry  the  illusion  of 
fiction.  Like  some  of  Hurwood’s  volumes,  they  are  well  re- 
searched, but  reliance  on  folklore  diminishes  their  literary 
value  as  fiction. 

Of  interest  both  to  folklorists  and  fantasy  fiction  fans, 
this  book  belongs  in  a special  category. 
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Bennett  , Margo 


The  Long  Way  Back;  London,  The  Bodley  Head  (1954) 
New  York,  Cowar d-McCann , Inc.,  (1955) 


206p  . 

248p  . 


The  American  edition  has  the  same  text,  but  is  in  larger 
format  and  with  larger  print.  Although  my  copy  of  the  British 
edition  lacks  the  dust  jacket,  a blurb  appears  on  the  half-title 
page  . 

Although  seeking  permission  to  study  cosmic  rays,  Grame  has 
no  alternative  to  accepting  a position  on  an  anthropological  ex- 
pedition led  by  Valya  to  explore  England  and  report  on  its  people 
who  have  survived  nuclear  war.  Resentment  of  the  machine  which 
has  denied  him  his  wishes  extends  to  Valya  with  whom  he  contends 
for  leadership. 

Carelessness  after  landing  the  Amphibian  in  England  causes 
the  deaths  of  seven  of  the  ten  personnel  who  are  killed  by  wild 
dogs.  Only  Grame  has  enough  knowledge  of  flying  to  operate  the 
aircraft  after  the  pilot  is  killed,  and  Valya's  efforts  to  fulfil 
her  mandate  causes  her  to  violate  the  customs  of  the  natives,  who 
are  living  primitively  and  with  superstitions  inculcated  by  the 
priest.  Only  Brown,  with  a larger  brain  and  more  intelligence,  is 
able  to  protect  them  from  the  tribe  and  escape  back  to  Africa. 

Mutations  of  flora  and  fauna  create  dangers  and  injuries  and 
sickness,  reducing  the  expedition  to  defensive  savagry. 

Although  reasonably  well  written,  this  novel  conveys  no  idea 
beyond  the  disastrous  results  of  nuclear  war.  The  characters  are 
disagreeable  from  tension,  and  Valya  regrets  her  lapse  from  being 
a Bride  of  the  State  when  she  falls  fruitlessly  in  love  with  Grame 
who  loves  her  ambiviously. 

I do  not  consider  this  novel  worth  re-reading. 


November  12,  1995 
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Benson,  Arthur  Christopher 


Bes/l^e  Still  Waters;  New  york  and  London,  G.  P.  Putnam’s 
Sons ,1907  4 1 Op  . 

This  unusual  novel  portrays  the  spiritual,  mental,  psycho- 
logical life  of  Hugh  Neville,  who  may  be  a pseudonym  for  the  au- 
thor who  never  married.  Retirement  from  a successful  business  j _■ 
life  at  the  age  of  forty  permitted  him  to  live  quietly  and  devote 
himself  to  contemplation  of  art,  music,  literature,  nature  and 
unintimate  friendships. 

Throughout,  little  attention  is  given  to  objective  events; 
the  emphasis  is  consistently  on  mental  growth.  The  Encyclopedia 
Britannica,  within  his  father’s  biographical  article,  shows  how 
different  his  appearance  and  personality  were  from  his  inner  life. 

Although  very  well  written,  this  book  dwells  in  detail  on  so 
many  repetitious  thoughts,  and  there  is  so  little  action,  that  it 
becomes  tiresome  near  its  conclusion.  I can  think  of  no  other 
book  which  places  so  much  importance  on  the  inner  life. 

November  12,  1995 
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Benson,  Arthur  Christopher 

Memoirs  of  Arthur  Hamilton,  B.  A.  of  Trinity  College, 

Camb ridge:  E x t ra c te d from  his  le  t te  rs  and  diaries  wi  th 
reminiscences  of  his  conversation  by  his  friend  Christopher 
Carr  of  the  same  college;  New  York,  Mitchell  Kennerley,  1907 
(Originally  published  in  London,  1886,  without  disclosure  of- 
Benson  as  the  Author)  18  6p. 

Although  ostensibly  a memoir,  this  appears  to  be  fiction 
portraying  a university  man  who  is  convinced  of  predestination 
yet  finds  interest  in  his  life  and  his  friends,  adopts  and 
teaches  the  son  of  a friend,  helps  and  advises  others  who  are 
in  difficulties,  yet  is -unable  to  be  satisfied  with  his  own 
life.  Not  devoted  to  any  particular  aim  of  accomplishment, 
he  is  an  observer  of  life  who  attempts  writing  without  commer- 
cial success* 

This  is  a quiet  book  without  any  action,  and  of  interest 
to  me  mainly  as  forecasting  Benson’s  own  life  and  for  two  tiny 
bits  of  writing  which  might  be  considered  fantasy.  The  first 
could  be  excerpted  as  a story,  though  ostensibly  a letter 
comprising  pages  47-57.  The  second  is  a short  mystical  sketch 
called  TTThe  Great  Assize"  which  is  on  paves  85-88  and  uses  as 
characters  Odin,  . Thor,  Loki  and  Hreya.  These  are  not  of  vrea  t 
merit,  but  the  longer  is  a conventional  weird,  tale. 


K ■ t rA'  ' Chr!  U;Sbt  T 

Wa ier springs ; -New  York  and  Londoi  . 3,  P,  P * ns, 
1913  (Author)  flip. 

.2nd  printing,,  1913  different  color  •binding* 

i 

This  nipple  love  .story  of  a 40 -yea  r old  Ton  u ?.  hmVfid^a 
who  falls  h\  lore  with  a 20-year  old  girl  & f • -r  be  inn.  toll 
that  he  is  heir  to  an  aunt , a ai  hesitates  to  disclose  hi  s 
feelings  because  of  the  age  *iA  ieuperanent  hi  There nee s , is 

beautifully  written. 

The  characters,  a re  sympathetically  portrayed,  and  male 
inters  ting:  ibe  Indian b;  1 rcr  r,  n ts  on  reli  bur  ri  ml  .es  . 
of  life  reveal  the  author’s  philosophy;  end  the  final  perns,' 
dealing  wi'th-a.  s'f il.l»bir-i?i  and  the  Mother  fs  con  vie  tbs.  a lb--  t 
her  child  is  living  and  speaking',  to  her,  constitute  the : only 
fa  n ta-  s y e le  me  n t , 

* Tile  academic  life  is  shown  In  contrast  to  the  real  life 
of  people  who  must  contend  with  .the. outside  world','"" and  this 
i s on e-  o f - t he  b o ok 1 s c h ief  y a 1 ue  s , 

f * 

This  is  e.-  fine  quality  novel.  . 


J" 


/ . : V 
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! 
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Benson,  S'.  F. 

The  Luck  of  the  Vails;  New  York,  D.  Appleton  and  Com- 
pany, 1901/  446p. 

London  and  Edinburgh,  T.  Nelson  & Sons,  n.d. frontis- 
piece ‘ 376p. 

London,  Herbert  Jenkins  Limited  F20p, 

In  the  dedication  to  his  brother  A.  C.  Benson,  the 
author  credits  him  with  this  story.  This  dedication  is  not 
shown  in  the  American  edition.  * 

The  Luck  is  a golden/  cup,  fabulously  Jewelled,,  and  bear- 
ing an  inscription  saying  that  its  possessor  will  be  endangered 
by  .frost,  fire  and  rain,  but  safe  while  the  Luck  is  lost.  The 
impoverished  Vails  are  reduced  to ' the  heir  a £d  his  uncle,  a man 
wh/os e reputation  is  shadowed  by  the  accusation  that  he  killed  ? 
friend  some  .20  years  before.  The  heir  Harry  invites  his  uncle 
to  stay  with  him,  and  is  impressed  with  the  72  year  old’s  kind 
and  friendly  nature, 

Harry’s  best  friend  is  not  so  impressed,  and  watches  the 
oldman.  Six  incidents  involving  the  el -'.nests  named  lion  the 
discovery  of » the  Ltfck  in  the  attic,  the  first  three  apparently 
chance  , the  last  three  apparently  planned  by  the  Uncle,  who  is 
guarded  by  a sinister  dp-top  who  has  admitted  aocer ting  a bribe 
of  E2,000  to  testify  to  hr-  "V  A V;  h : , . -e . 

Falling  in. love  with  the  daughter  of  Vo.  half-sister 
'the  Uncle ’s' victim,  Marry  disclose?  his  relationship,  but  in- 
sists on  his  Uncle’s  innocence , - V is  'V-  A "V.  ' : V.  nd 

and  his  Uncle’s  doctor,  however,  are  convinced  of  the  madness 
of  the  Uncle ' and  of  his .having  engineered  perils  to  Harry  be- 
cause of  his  de  term!  na  t ion  vto  inherit  the  /tuck  with  which  he 
has  become  obsessed.  t v 

The  unple  plot  a-  to  kill  TT.  rvt  V,  r:  m 
not  wish  an  heir  to  come  between  him  &nd  the  Luck;  but  in  the 
end  diesx  of  a heart  attack  when  on  the  ver  e of  r-  ..Hng  tic 
cup,.  ✓ 

Although  not  listed.  By  « •.  l\rv  31=  - il-  ■:  Day,  1*.,  -A  ... 

< weird  novel,  and  the  Jenkins,  edition  Indicates  that  a fourth 
printing  numbered  a V th.a  l birn-.e  ID , 0]  - _ V.  , 

\ ■ ■ y 


■/ 
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Benson,  E.  F. 

The  House  of  Defence;  London,  Edinburgh,  and  New  York, 
Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons,  Ltd,  (no  date)  « 382p. 

New  York  and  London,  The  Authors  and  Newspapers  Associ- 
ation, 1906;  Illustrated  in  color  by  H.  Richard  Boehm  318p. 

The  Nelson  edition  has  an  important  Dedication  which  is 
not  reprinted  in  the  American  edition,  which  is  revised  and 
abridged  considerably,  and  which  should  probably  be  studied 
and  compared.  However,  I read  the  unabridged  version. 

This  is  primarily  a study  in  faith  healing  via  Christian 
Science,  and  indicates  the  author ’s  having  w itnessed  and  ac- 
cepted the  phenomenon. 

Though  they  have  three  children,  Thurso  and  his  wife  are 
not  compatible  in  their  marriage.  An  epidemic  breaking,  out 
on  his  estate,  Thurso  goes  there  to  see  i‘f  he  can  alleviate 
his  tenants’  problems,  taking  with  him -his  sister.  Suffering 
from  neuralgia,  he  takes  laudanum,  and  is  addicted.  Letting 
the  fishing  rights  on  his  stream  to  an  American  visitor,  his 
sister  meets  the  American,  who  is  a Christian  Science  practi- 
tioner, very  wholesome  and  strong,  who  cures  a case  given  up  by 
the  attending  doctor,  and  who  ends  the  epidemic,  and  falls  in 
love  with  him. 

Thurso  and  his^wife  are  further  estranged  by  his  addiction 
^and  as  this  progresses,  his  wife  and  sister  team  up  to  fight 
for  his  health,  Thurso’s  wife  has  been  loved,  and  almost  won, 
by  a foreign  diplomat,  who  returns  to  London  and  renews  his 
vows  of  devotion,  particularly  when  he  realizes  the  trials  of 
Thurso’s  wife,  a beautiful  and  capable  society  woman. 

Thurso’s  wife  and  sister  engage  the  help  of  the  Christian 
Scientist,  who  demonstrates  by  taking  a fatal  dose  of  laudanum 
withc>ut  effect  that  it  has  no  power  over  him,  and  so  must  net 
have  power  over  Thurso.  Convinced,  Thurso  renounces  the  drug, 
and  returns  to  his  wife,  who  renounces  her  lover.  Thurso’s 

sister  and  the  practitioner  declare  their  love. 

/ 

At  least  one  entirely  new  scene  is  introduced  into  the 
American  edition,  and  there  may  be  other  extensive  revisions, 
as  well  as  the  abridgment  to  consider. 


( 


Benson,  E.  F. 


The  Inheritor;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday,  Doran 
& Company,  Inc.,  1930  316p. 

Steven  Gervase,  an  eldest  son,  with  the  body  of  a Greek 
god,  appears  to  disprove  the  curse  which  had  decreed  fo^ 
many  generations  that  the  eldest  son  of  his  family  would  be 
a monster,  some  of  them  resembling  Fan. 

Maurice  Crofts,  a don  at  King’s  College,  recognizes 
StevenTs  appeal  — the  call  to  enjoyment  of  nature  and  the 
wild.  He  is  appalled,  however,  when  he  realizes  that  Steven 
is  utterly  soulless,  without  love  or  even  consideration  for 
people  who  have  loved  him,  when  they  have  ceased  to  interest 
him.  Finally,  when  Steven* s mother  has  expressed  her  belief 
that  the  curse  cropped  up  in  Steven  in  this  spiritual  way, 
and  when  she  has  committed  suicide  because  of  her  belief, 
Maurice-  tells  Steven  of  his  mother1  s belief,  and  of  his  own 
agreement  with  it. 

Steven  has  in  this  way  received  confirmation  of  his  own 
growing  belief.  Maurice  urges  him  to  act  as  though  the 
curse  were  merely  a superstition;  and  Steven  does  his  best. 

He  acts  the  part  of  a devoted  nephew  to  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
but  lets  his  true  feelings  of  indifference  become  apparent 
to  his  wife.  He  tries  to  shield  from  her  any  knowledge  of 
the  family  curse,  but  she  suspects  that  there  is  something 
he  is  hiding-;  and  her  first-born  is  a monster  which  bleats 
instead  of  crying. 

Steven's  bastard  half-brother,  his  double  physically, 
but  mentally  an  idiot,  comes  to  kill  Steven1 s wife  because 
he  blames  her  for  producing  a monster,  feeling  that  his  god 
Steven  could  not  be  at  fault.  This  gives  Steven  the  idea  of 
suicide  to  free  his  wife  and  himself  of  the  curse;  and  he  and 
his  half-brother  take  poison. 

Though  there  is  much  extraneous  material  in  this  book, 
mainly  dealing  with  college  life,  it  can  be  considered  a 
careful  study  of  the  working  of  an  hereditary  curse,  and  is 
worthy  of  a place  in  a permanent  fantasy  library. 


Benson*  E.  F* 

■Ravens1  Brood;  Lon dbn,  Arthur  Barker  Limited  (I934)520p. 

Garden  City,  N.  Y. , Doubleday*  Doran  & Company,  Inc., 
1934  (Publishers)  . 301p. 

A farm 'family  in  Cornwall,  with  Stonehenge -like  circle 
of  stone  monuments  on  their  property,  carries  on  the  rites  of 
the  ancient  religion  regarding  betrothal  and  fertility.  The 
patriarch  is  a drunkard  who.  resents  the  physical  superiority 
of  his  grandson  and  seeks  to  maim  or  kill  him;  ignores  his 
wife  in  favor  of  a dead  son's  widow;  and  hits  his  wife  hard 
enoagh  to  start  a cancerous  growth  from,  which  she  dies. 

The  young"  couple  have  an  idyllic  courtship  on 'the-  farm, 
and  start  a baby  which  the- wife  of  the  pa  triarch,  who  is '50 
years  old,  wishes  to  have  by  her  husband,  and  schemes  a la 
Boccaccio  to  supplant  the  young  widow. 

This  is  really  a serious  mainstream  novel  rather  than  a 
fantasy,  but  has  sufficient  elements,  of  fantasy  to  qualify 
it  for  a fantasy  collection.  The  witchcraft  background  is 
not  overemphasized,  and  the  supernormal  is  hinted  at,  rather 
than  declared. 

It  is  an  earthy,  but  I believe  well-researched  story, 
and  I would  not  be  surprised  to  be  told  that  it  is  based  on 
an  actual  family  situation. 


Benson,  Robert  Hugh 


The  Light  Invisible;  Ldndon,  3ir  Isaac  Pitman  1 Sons, 
Ltd..,  1907;  (March*  1903,  October,  1907)  • 250p. 


Contents 

1,  The  Green  Robe 

2,  The  Watcher 

3,  The  Blood -Eagle 

4,  Over  the  Gateway 
5 o Poena  Damn! 

6.  "Consola  trix  Af  flic torum*  . 

7*  The  Bridge  Over  the  Stream 

8.  In  the  Convent  Chapel 

9,  Under  Which  King? 

10 * With  Dyed  Garments1 
11.  Unto  Babes 

12 o The  Traveller 

13,  The  Sorrows  of  the  World 

14,  In  the'  Morning 

15,  The  Expected  Guest 


17 

31 

51 

67 

79 

97 

109 

129 

147 

161 

183 

205 

229 

243 


These  are  visionary  tales  of  the  spiritual  and  ps  c'  ic 
world,  extremely  well-written,  and  all  worth  re -reading. 

#12  is  the  most  important  from  the  roint  of  view  of 
psychical  research.  On  pages  183-4  end  200-1-2,  - re  ..si  n 

of  the  ,T  Mils  have  eye  cy  Is  given,  the  earliest  in 

fiction  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

This  book  should  be  retained  for  reference.  ■ 


i 


\ 


HI 

w 

■’W-' 


rfSI 
V-M 
r , .r 


[ mr- 


r u 


V O 

if 


3iL: 

;•  W 


.[ 


$ 


. 


Benson,  Rev,  Kobe rt  Hugh 


A Mirror  of  Shalo't-t:  ‘ -./Being  s 0 lleoticn  of  ?a  Is  3 ! .-Id 
at  an  Unprofessional  3v:r~  o jivn; ' N:  ..  York,  Gi  re  ‘ ti,  O'  to  - 


*■  :o , Benzine r Brothers,  1307  • (Publist.e rs)  ' * 

Contents  Prologue  7 

lo  Mono  1 'on or  Me  one  11 r 3 To  la  Yl 

.2,..  Father  Meuron1  o Tale  43 

3,  Father  Bren t f .s  Tale  37 

4 * 'The  Fi.:  to e r:  Ro  c t : r * 3 To  1 a 3 7 

5*  Fa  the  r Girdles  tone  1 3 File  109 

6.  Father  BianchiMs  Tale  167 

7.  Father  Jenks*  Tale  183 

8.  Father  Mar  tin*  3 Tale  205 

9*  Mr.  Bosanquet’o  Tale  229 

10 » Fa  th  0 r ho  0 0 1 e s f ie  la*  3 Ts  le 

11,  Father  Stein* s Tale  277 

12 o Mr.  Percivalfs  Tale  289 

13*  Fa  the  r Ma  ddox  h hie  -51  '7' 

14*  My.  Own  Tale  - - 337 


Very  similar  to  The  Li ght  In  v i 3 ib le  in  the  tolling,  - - 
cep  t tha.  t . ea  eh  s to ry  i 0 told  by  a d i ffe  re nt  ra  c on  te ur  3 nd 
set  down  by  Benson,  this  volume  is  again  a series  of  vision- 
ary : iritual  experiences. with  suggestions  of  signifi- 

cance rather  than  declaratory  weird  tales, 

I am  not  ms  kino  notes  on  : e!o  st  • • , o 3 +1is  v lv  re  i 
to  be  taken  as  a reference  f r its  opeciol  tyre  of  t , 
and  should  be  re-read.  Father  :m-  ; 'n  10  J-  mil  "no- Ted 

to  commit  himself  definitely  to  explanations t and  alternate 
hypotheses  are  available. 

Fa  ther.  Benson  mentions Th  ams on  Jo.  Hudson  in  one  f t o 

, 

scientific  books  on  ps-ychic  phenomena  , . oil  :•  3 msreeptive 

a nd  de  v ou  t s tu  d e n t of  t he  Ga  t lie  r 3 11  'ion. 
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Benziger,  Barbara  Field 


The,  Prison  of  My  Mind;  New  York,  Walker  and  Company, 

(1969)  171p. 

The  wealthy  wife  of  a New  York  newspaper  publisher,  the 
author  entered  a mental  illness  characterized  by  suicidal 
tendencies,  the  usual  feeling  of  alienation  from  the  real 
world  and  from  friends  and  family,  and  after  passing  through 
the  trials  of  a TTbadTT  hospital,  met  a friendly  psychiatrist 
in  a rTgoodrt  hospital,  and  gradually  regained  her  health.  She 
appears  to  be  a very  good -woman,  perhaps  over-conscientious 
as  regards  her  four  children,  and  grateful  for  her  return  to 
normalcy. 

All  such  accounts  should  be  studied  in  order  to  learn 
from  the  reactions  of  patients  the  most  effective  way  to  deal 
with  them,  and  the  practices  to  be  avoided.  This  is  not  the 
dramatic  type  of  narrative  which  compels  attention,  but  an 
attempt  to  describe  the  feelings  of  a patient  under  different 
types  of  care  and  during  bouts'  of  illness. 

I am  impressed  by  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Benziger  is  trying 
to  help  former  mental  patients  to  return  to  normal  living  by 
working  in  a "halfway”  house.  I think  her  sympathy  with  those 
who  have  shared  her  experience  is  likely  to  prove  of  great 
value  to  them. 
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Lazarus;  Tra  aMMedMy  yHrie  Sutton;  Tcirk, 

nil lan  Company,  1925  v 


16 
1 8 7 n 


This  is  a mos  t . unusual  dual  personality  s to  r y * 

Awakening  in  'hospital,-- Jean  Hour in  learns  that  for  . 16 
years  after '"an  accident  in  which  his  -Id-?  was  killed  , he  v/a s 
known  as  a-  tailor  named  Genre  is*  He  does  not  recognize  Ms 
own  face  when  he  .sees  it  in  a mirror* 


Tie  a n d Lis  w i f e ■ ha  d h i n he  r 1 1 e d a n ad  e qu  e t e p r c p e r t y a nd 
li  ?ed  for  tMubselves.;  their  mLi  1,,  L*  - 1 . bh  ing  music.  ? - i 
he  is ' iM.eaSttd  from  hospital,  Hour  in  can no-  line.  --  in  ' 
his  .es  ta  teg  so  n oes  to  Paris  end  line.:  at  first  in.  a . ' L , 
rooms  in  a lodging  house*  His  keeping  to  himself 
alienates  the,  ether  residents , and  when.  in  to’-;,,  .,  a r-viv  '"  n? 
-ca. lip  the  police  seak  into  hi s • rooms ; he  returns  Just  in 

tiro,  t:  a void  haring  his  rxdu  ‘ * . H 


ome  time  'the  shadowy- p • 
e x n i e " •.  r .one  ; 1 1 ; , - •'  -.hi  ’ " :h  * ' - ■ 


re se nee  of 


t ne  w o r Ri'oa n u e r v a i s 

* ...  f • , r t;’ . : r 


a/1 1 e r ne te  per. so na lit. y 
sees  'the  'actual  p re  serge  e of 
Terror!  zed,  h screams; 
calm  inquiries  of  Ge rva  is , is  taken  to  hi  s re .•  c in. s v* e r 1 e 
vais  follows-  him..  H Cervais  disclaims  any  knowledge  of 
' feels  that  Per vais  1 s re  r;.- c- ru  tin-'  Mm  b:  M 


Lt? 

he 


a ae :-g  lev-  i,  ar.p  hoIIc!  to  is  o 
almost  to  insanity,  Hour in  finally  strangles 
1 1 irn  1 c e ke  d 1 n h i s r * >nts . 


v^ry where  he  goes*  P; 
effect  on  Mourin  ; 
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ue  rva  i s 


Per- 

■curin', 


irrze 

1 <o  X’ 


Having,  thrown  the,  key  into  a - room,  occupied  by  one  of  the 
o the p .lodgers,  Hour  in  flees  , a ad  s.  i . . !h  1 - 

body-  ha s-  been  discovered , and  tha  t Li nve s tiga  tion  d i s cl  ose  s 

nd  / tha  t.  the  vie  t. 


the  resemblance  be  tween  the  two  men, 
actually  hare  been  Hour  in  himse  1 H m.  is  g ■ ■ 
solve  d h y th e . a u th o ■ , w h a .mu , : “ a i e M : v u-  p : - 
the  idea  of  Gervais  as  a "conscience -double T!  a 
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Be  re s ford,  J.  D. 

All  or  Nothing;  Indianapolis,  The  Bobbs-" 'errill  Cornua nv 
(1928,  Be re s ford)  327p. 

Starting  off  as  one  of  the  author's  ordinary  family 
novels,  this  develops  into  the  emergence  of  James  Bledloe  as 
a mystic,  Marrying  a girl  who.  has  had  a three -day  sexual  ad 
venture  with  a 'naval  officer,  he  finds  out  about  two  otter 
such  infidelities  after  marriage,  and  threatens  -divorce  if 
she  ever  continues. 

His  wife  has  never  understood  his  idealization  of  her, 
and  believes  that  love  is  mainly  sexually  inspired,  finally 
convincing  herself  that  lames  really  a gree-s  with  this  view 
in-  spite  of  his  idealism.  Her  satisfaction  with  this  view 
is  upset  when  he  develops  his. mysticism  and  determines  to 
divest  himself  of  his  millionaire's  fortune,  'though  leaving 
her  and  her  family  and  their  children  well  off;  she  tries  to 
have  him  declared . insane  , and  when  she  fails,  admits  defeat 
and  .loins  him  as  helpmate. 

This  is  an  interesting  study  of  the  development  of  the 
mystical  personality,  and  should  be  considered  in  con.lunctio 
with  the  author's  Unity, 


Beresford,  J.  D. 

' . 

Almost  Pagan;  Indianapolis,  The  Bpbbs -Merrill  Company 
(1926,  Publishers)  333p. 

English  title:  That  Kind  of  !"an 

Henry  Bla.okstone , reader  to  a publishing  partnership- 
and  unsuccessful  writer  of  20  novels-,  has  two  daughters  and 
a son,  his  wife  and  his  own  and  his  wifeTs  mothers  living 
with  him  and  depending  on  him. 

The  story  opens  with  his  receiving  a letter  from  a girl 
who  claims  that  his  son  is  the  father  of  her  child  and  that 
she  needs  financial  assistance.  He  sees  her  and  the  child, 
recognizes  a family  resemblance  to  his  son,  and  likes  the 
girl,  who  is  honest,  intelligent,  and  pretty.  The  girl  ad- 
mits having  had  relations  with  a man  ahead  of  Lionel,  and 
that  their  liason  arose  after  both  had  been  drinking  at  a 
studio  party. 

At  work  he  has  -Just  recommended  the  acceptance  of  a 
first  novel  by  a woman  writer,  and  when  she  calls  to  make 
contract  arrangements,  he  learns  that  she  had  been  attracted 
to  him  and  his  novels  ten  years  earlier  and  had  submitted 
her  work  to  him  because  of  her  early  infatuation.  He  falls 
in.  love  with  her  and  has  a liason  ;with  her;  debates  divorce, 
but  finally  decides  to  remain  loyal  to  his  wife  and  family. 

He  discovers  in  himself  -a  pa.^an  who  revolts  against  his 
puritan  mature  self,  a younger  self  like  that  who  married  at 
23;  he  sympathizes  with  his  .son,  and  with  his  daughter  who 
falls  in  love  with  the  younger  partner  of  the  publishing  firm 
just  as  it  is  dissolving  and  when  Henry  is  invited  to-  become 
the  new  partner.  His  family  become  aware  of  his  adultery  and 
sympathize  with  him,  even  his  wife  who  has  not  had  sexual  re- 
lations with  him  for  six  years,  though  they. share  the  same 
bedroom  in  separate  beds. 

The  family  is  practically  two:  the  Frasers  who  are  like 
his  wife,  and  his  mg the r,  daughter  and  himself  who  are  Black- 
stones.  Henry  finally  realizes  that  his  family  obligations 
and  love  are  greater  than  his  liason,  which  appeals  more  to 
his  romantic  youthful  self,  and  resigns  himself . to  "rectitude . 

Some  parts  of  this  novel  are  practically  a maudlin  in- 
dulgence in  self-analysis,  and  the  weaknesses,  lying  and 
self-deception  of  people  is  more  in  evidence  than  the  sin- 
cerity which  I have  always  associated  with  BeresfordTs  work. 

I feel  ambivalent  about  this  novel. 


Beresford,  J.  D. 

Blackthorn  ./inter  and  Other  Stories;  London,  Hutchinson 
& Co,,  N.  D, , (Circa  1936)  - 320p. 

The  first  16  of  these  stories  are  competent  commercial 
fiction,  interesting,  but  not  important  among..  the  author Ts 
books.  The  final  12  items  the  author  considers  as  sketches, 
and  his  more  important  work,  and  seem  to  me  to  be  similar  to 
the  shorter  'items  in  his  volume  3 i gns  a nd  V V ond e r s . These 
latter  items  come  close  to  being  allegories,  and  Dreams,  Idle 
Dreams;  The  Wish, "and  Gottinhimmel  fall  Just  short  of  being 
fantasy. 

The  sketches  might,  be  worth  some  study,  but  the  stories 
are  not  exceptional. 

On  Page  310 "And  then  he  came.  He  was  a tall  man, 
bald  as  an  egg,  and,  at  first  sight,  I thought  it  was  Hr,  Al- 
-gernon  Blackwood,  who  would  not  hhave  been  out  of  place  in 
these  surroundings.  But  although  there  was  certainly  a re- 
semblance, a second  glance  quenched  that  hope," 

It  is  consequently  not  clear  to  me  whether  Beresford 
intended  the  story  "Gottinhimmel"  to  portray  his  impression 
of  Blackwood,  It  is  possible-. 


Beresford,  J.  D. 

The  Camberwell  Miracle;  Harmondswor th , ?flddlesex,  Pen- 
guin Books  Limited  (1539),  (November,  1933),  (#224)  278p, 

. This  is  as  close  as  possible  to  a science  fiction  novel' 
based  on  faith-healing,  and  is  second  only  to  the  author’s  ’ 

The  Hampde nsh i re  Monde r in  importance  of  his  books  that  I have 

read. 


Rosemary,  daughter  of  a famous  surgeon,  has  had  one  leg 
atrophied  by  infantile  paralysis.  A psychoanalyst  friend  who 
loves  her  in  part  for  her  disability,  but  who  is  ugly,  shares 
her  interest  in  reports  of_  Dr  .Martin  Davies,  a faith-healer 
who  has  cured  many  patients  at  once  when  conditions  were  aus- 
picious, and  whose  private  fortune  has  enabled  him  to  give 
his  whole  career  to  healing  for  the  sake  of  its  fascination 
and  his  love  for  humanity. 

Rival  newspapers  are  involved  in  a lawsuit  for  libel  over 
the  larger’ s reports  of  the  cures,  and  Davies  is  called  as  a 
witness  to  declare  his  methods.  Rosemary’s  lameness  is  cured, 
a club-footed  girl  is  cured ; a drunkard  is  cured;  a cancer  vic- 
ti-me is  cured;  a case  of  back  injury,  and  others,  and  Davies  is 
unable  to  explain  his  method  excepting  as  faith  and  love  for 
his  patients,. 

Beresford  has  evidently  read  much  about  hypnotism  and  the 
various  hypotheses  concerning  faith  cures,  and  his  book  is  the 
best  I have  come  across  in  trying  to  explain  .them.  This  is  a 
very  important  book  of  its  kind. 
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Beresford,  J.  D. 

A Candidate  for  Truth;  New  York,  George  E.  Doran  Company 

(1912,  Doran)  . . 486p, 

This  second  volume  of, the  Jacob  Stahl  trilogy  begins  at 
the  point  where  he,  destitute,  is  referred  to  a savior  of 
souls „ clergyman  who  appoints  him  secretary,  points  out  his 
weaknesses  of  character,  aids  him  to  find  a Job  with  an  ad- 
vertising firm,  and  then  abandons  him  as  unworthy  of  further 
assistance,  but  principally  because  of  losing  interest  in  his 
ease,, 

flis  wife  Joins  the  endeavors  of  a similar  woman  welfare 
wQrker  as  an  assistant,  and,  influenced  by  her  leader,  refuses 
to  rejoin  Jacob,  yet  maintains  an  influence  over  Jacob  by  re- 
fusing him  a divorce; 

Although  he  finds -advertising  interesting  and  challenging, 
Jacob  realizes  that  it  supports  the  capitalistic  system  rather 
than  any  real  need,  and  is  happy  to  be  released  from  it  when  a 
writer  helps  him  to  try  writing _ reviews  and  articles  for  a 
newspaper,  A woman  he  meets  through  the  clergyman  sets  her  cap 
for  him,  but  he  does  not  love  her,  though  he  finds  her  intellec 
tually  stimulating,  and  persuades  her  to  accept  the  marriage  of 
fer  made  her  by' a widower  with  two  children. 

Lady  Paignton  cuts  him  dead  while  in  company  of  a handsome 
man,  so  he  considers  that  phase  of  his  life  over.  Resolving  to 
quit  living  beyond  his  means,  he  takes  the  smallest  room  in  a 
rooming-house,  where  he  meets  the  landlady's  partner,  daughter 
of  a clergyman  who  has  a conventional  mind,  but  whom  he  loves 
differently  from  either  and  whom  he  persuades  to  give  up  her 
life  of  slavery  and  go  away  with  him.  He  has  taught  her  to 
accept  independent,  rather  than  conventional  thinking,  after  he 
points  out  to  her  the  futility  of  outworn  customs  which  cannot 
deal  with  the  realities  of  life. 

There  is  much  discussion  of  advertising  and  writing  in 
this  book,, and  the  whole  philosophy  is  worth  consideration. 


r'r  . . ■ ■'  - ' i 


Beresford,  J,  D, 

/ 

Cleo;'  London,  Hutchinson  & ,0o.  (Publiste  rs) Ltd, 
n.d.  286p. 

Apparently  inspired  by- Prince’s  ^he  Dissociation  of  3 
Personality  (which  |s  mentioned  with,  Myers’s  classic  inci- 
dentally . in  the  text),  this  is,  the  life-story  of  a girl  who 
from,  childhood  recognized  three  divisions  of  herself.  Lane 
the  wanton,  Ursula  the  devout,  and  Cleopatra  the  unification 
of  all  three,  Sexually  lina.wakened,  but  curious  and  anxiousi 
to .experience  for  herself,  she  accepts  the  offer  of  marriage 
and  after  four  years  leaves  her  husband  who  has  become  an 
ascetic  and  wishes  to  keep  her-  on  the  pedestal  which  she  has 
f or as worn  even  for  her  father's  sake,  a clergyman  who  wishes 
her  to  become  a nun  rather  than  sully  herself  with  life. 

Finally,  for  no  apparent  reason  excepting  that  she  can 
be  at  ease ' a id  share  with  him  her  real  self,  she  elopes  with 
a new  acquaintance  named  Hilary. 

There  are  echoes  of  Oleo  in  the  personality  of  Charity 
in  Quiet  Corner. 

- - ■ . ■ ' ' ' V 

This  is  not  a fantasy. 
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Beresford,  J.  D. 

- i 

The  Decoy;  London*  Glasgow,  Sydney,  Collins  Sons  &' 

Co,  Ltd.  (1927)  251p . 

Phillip  Legrand,  employed  in  a conservative  bank  in 
London  with  his  uncle  and  cousin,  is  asked'-by  the  cousin  to 
go'  to  France  as  a decoy  to  distract  attention  while  ITenry, 
who  had  stolen  L5000  to  pay  gambling  debts  owed  a moneylen- 
der, carried  out  a mission  of  the  bank  in  New  York  and  got 
away  to  Sou th  America , To  protect  his  cousin  and  uncle,  Phil- 
lip agrees,  thinking  it  would  also  be  an  adventure  and  a 
change  from  the  bank  routine,  especially  since  the  cousin  had, 
agreed  to  write  a confession  and  mail  it  to  him  within  a month. 

Disguising  himself  as  a French  artist,  and  being  bi-lingual 
since  his  mother  was  a Frenchwoman,  Phillip  meets  an  Italian 
and  a French  artist  who  have  immoral  intentions  towards  a girl 
who  is  the  niece  of  an  American  statesman.  To  warn;  her  against 
them  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid -revealing  himself , he  avoids 
speaking  English  until  he  and  the  girl  are  endangered  by  a 
forest  fire;  he  saves  the  girl’s  life  and  she  fails  in  love 
wi th  him,  _ 

-Failing  to  receive  the  letter  from  Henry,  he  tries  to  get 
his  uncle  to  give  him  Henry’s  New  York  address,  and  is  told 
that  the  bank  has  seized  Phillip’s  personal  assets  to  satisf^v 
in  part  the  defalcation,  and  that  he  need  fear  no  pursuit.  He 
infers  that  Henry  had  accused  him  of  the  theft,  and  gets  clues 
to  the  numbers  of  the  banknotes  involved  and  Henry’s  address. 

With  the  aid  of  a French  film  producer  who  befriends  him 
and  offers  him  a good  e1ob,  he  convinces  the  girl’s  family  of 
his  good  character;  and  seeks  Henry  in  He?/  York,  only  to  find 
that  Henry  has  defrauded  a friendly  bank  of  550,000  and  has 
again  disappeared.  A.  letter  to  Henry  from  his  father  shows 
that  Henry ’.s  culpability -has  been  discovered,  and  Phillip’s 
name  cleared,  so  the  girl  accepts  him. 

This  is  a pot-boiler,  unworthy,  of  Beresford’s  genuine 
and  great  gifts  as  a novelist;. 
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Ber.esford,  J,  D. 

The  Early  History  of  Jacob  Stahl;  New  York,  George  H. 
Doran  Company  (1911,  Publishers)  513p, 

The  first  volume  of  a trilogy,  this  book  describes  an 
accident  sustained  as  a baby  which  paralyzed  Jacob's  legs, 
his  mother’s  death,  his  bringing  up  by,  an  aunt,  his  falling 
in  love  with  the  daughter  of  a baronet  who  refuses  to  grant 
permission -for  marriage,  his  marrying  a divorced  woman  who 
deceived  him,  his  failure  as  an  architect  because  of  sloth 
and  mismanagement,  his  wife  'leaving  him,  his  iiason  with  the 
early  love  now  married  to  an  Earl,  and  finally  his  giving  up 
architecture  with  the  hope  of  making  a career  as  a- writer. 

Although  the  leisurely  progress  of  this  novel  would  not 
be  approved  by  publishers  now  (1981),  it  is  an  interesting 
study  of  the  life  and  times  of  a middle-class  Englishman  of 
Jewish  and  German  ancestry,  whose  mother  was  Irish, 

- How  much  of  this  might  be  autobiographical,  it  is  not 
ea~sy  to  guess, 

' The  other  volumes  are  : 

2 • A Candidate  for  Truth 

3,  The  Invisible  Event 


Beresf  or d , J . D . 


H.  G.  Wells;  London,  Nisbet  & Co 
Bibliography;  Index 


Ltd. (1915);  Frontispiece 

1 2 7p 


This  earliest  consideration  of  Wells  deals  little  with  his 
life  and  almost  solely  with  his  standing  as  a writer.  Beresford 
acclaimed  him  as  great. 

For  its  time,  this  was  a useful  reference,  but  it  is  seldom 
even  mentioned  in  later  biographies. 

Beresford  was  a greater  favorite  of  mine  than  Wells,  but  not 
so  important  in  the  history  of  fantasy  and  science  fiction. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  10,  2004 
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Beresford,  J.  D. 

The  Invisible  Event;  New  York,  George  H.  Doran  Company 

(1915,  Doran)  403p. 

This  is  the  third  volume  of  the  Jacob  Stahl  trilogy. 

It  is  principally  devoted  to  the  efforts  of  Jacob  and 
Betty  to  adjust  to  living  common-law.  Betty  cannot  overcome 
her  pangs  of  conscience,  and  uses  the  marriage  of  her  younger 
sister  and  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a partner  to  replace 
herself  a t -Mrs.  Parmenterfs  boarding  house  to  delay  joining 
Jacob  in  Cornwall  after  he  goes  there  to  stop  the  boarders1 
whispers  concerning  their  meetings. 

They  decide  that  they  will  not  have  children  because  of 
the.  social  disapproval  which  would  be  too  hard  on  children. 
Even  after  living  with  Jacob  in  Cornwall,  Betty  shrinks  from 
meeting  people,  though  he  introduces  her  to  his  writer  friend 
who  had, arranged  a house  for  him  to  rent  there,  and  this  is  a 
favorable  beginning.  With  Betty  to  encourage  him,  Jacob  is 
able  to  produce  many  book  reviews  and  writes  his  first  novel. 

Despite  Betty’s  fear  of- meeting  people  she  knows,  and 
her  estrangement  from  her  .family,  they  -return  to  London  when 
Jacob  decides  that  he  should  be  closer  to  the  writing  milieu. 
His  first  novel  is  reviewed  favorably  by  the  editor  of  the 
paper  for  which  he  had  written  reviews,  and  he  writes  a fan- 
tasy as  his  second  book.  His  publishers  want  the  second  vol- 
ume -of  his  trilogy  ahead  of  the  fantasy,  but  he  insists  on 
having  the  fantasy  published  first.  The  first  book  sells  in 
continuing  satisfactory  volume,  though  the  fantasy' sells  only 
500  copies;  th,en  his  American  publishers  sell  6000  conies  and 
he  is  established. 

Jacob  comes  to  unders tand  .his  brother  and  his  brother’s 
wife  after  they  have  lost  their  child;  when  his  book  is  a 
success  and  he  meets  Betty’s  aunt  and  sister,  he  feels  that 
there  will  be  reconciliation  between  Betty  and  her  family; 
his  wife  dies  and  Betty  says  she  has  adjusted  to  co^monlaw 
living  and'  does  not  need  marriage,  but  Jacob  insists  for  the 
sake  of  their  children  to  be. 

This  third  volume  is  rather  tedious  in  shilly-shallying 
over  the  emotions ' involved  in  breaking  convention,  but  the 
trilogy  as  a whole  is  an  interesting  portrayal  of  late  Vic- 
torian social  and  literary  life. 

Jacob  ends  by  accepting  a life  of  continual  progress 
and  achievement. 


V;  " A' 


Seres ford,  J,  D, 

The  Long  View;  London,  Hutchinson’s  Universal  Book 
Club,  n.d.  (cirea  1946)  192p. 

The  life  story  of  twins,  the  elder,  named  Robert  as 
usual  in  many  of  Beresford’s  novels,  a practical  man  of  bus- 
iness, capable,  pragmatic,  successful  as  organizer  of  com- 
panies and  in  advertising,  who  ultimately  goes  into  politics 
but  dies  early  because  . he  has  ove rlooked  idealistic  goals  or 
Tfthe  long  viewr!;  the  younger,  altruistic,  who 'falls  in  love 
with  a girl  seen  as  a schoolgirl  and,  met  later  in  life  as  a 
sister  of  a famous  musician,  whose  mother  has  lived  a scan- 
dalous life,  and  marries  her  after  her  husband,  a’  German, 
dies.  They  have  founded  a'  private  school  on  the  basis  of 
teaching  mainly  those  subjects,  which  anp.ea  1 to  the  boys  in 
the  school  rather  than  following  the  approved  curriculum. 

What  Beresford  has  done  in  this  novel  is  to  promote  the 
goals  in  life  which  improve  its  quality,  rather  than  wealth" 
and  position  which  are  ultimately  of  interest  only  for  their 
own  importance  (and  not  to  ,the  personality. 

There  is  little,  in  this  book  which  has  not  already  been 
said  by  the,  author  in  other  novels. 
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Beresford,  J,  D 


.The  Kiddle  Generation;  London,  etc.,  VK  Collins  Sons  & 

Co  Ltd  (1932)  317p. 

y' ’Jail  . " • ' * ' . ( ■ • 

The  blurb  for  this  book  gives  a fairly  good  outline  of 
the  story,  which  is  one  of  the  authorfs  "family-"  novels  and 
says  little  about  his  philosophy  apart  from  saying  tha  t -a 
constant  openmindedness  is  essential  for  mental  growth.  He 
downplays  the  importance-  premarital  sex,  even  illegitimacy-, 
but  emphasises  that-  only  love  can  give  sex  its  highest  ex- 
pression and  value,,  and  that  lust  for  its  .own  sake  should  be 
discouraged. 

Although  I found  this  novel  interesting,  it  is  one  of 
the  author 1 s le  ss  imp or  tan t books . 

This  is  the  second  volume  of  a trilogy  which  commenced 
with  The  Old  People , and  has  sufficient  references  to  the 
first  volume  to  make  it  almost  unnecessary  to  read  that. 
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Be  res ford,  J.  D 
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The  Konkey  Puzzle;  London:,  etc.  9 TY.  Colling  Sons  & Co. 

Ltd.  (February,  1925)  294p. 

A country 'squire  and  his  wife  befriend  a genius  painter 
who  fastens  his  dependence  on  the  wife  as  his  only  inspiration 
and  guide  to  avoid  drink  drugs  and  women.  The  village  is 
scandalized  because  the  wife  has  been  seen  by  a poacher  late 
at  night,  kissing  the  artist  after  leaving  the  cottage  in  which 
he  has  been  a guest  on  the  state. 

The  vicar  and  his  wife  join  the  gossips  of  the  congrega- 
tion in  condemning  the  scandal,  and  the  squire  and  his  wife,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  that  nothing  is  amiss,  invite  the  artist 
back  for  another  visit.  This  time,  the  artist  paints  a land- 
scape which  embodies  the  squire1 s wife;  a doctor  who  attends 
the  artist  after  village  roughs  have  beaten  him  and  ruined  his 
picture recognizes  the  picture  as  embodying  the  wife;  but  the 
artist,  having  had  his  ,mas terpiece  destroyed  and  realizing  that 
the  wife  has  lost  interest  in  inspiring  and  protecting  him, 
loses  his  grip  on  life  and  dies. 

i • 

■y  The  squire  and  his  wife  have  had  their  belief  in  the 
freedom  of  action  for  everyone  destroyed  by  these  events,  but 
expect  an  heir,  so  live  happily. x 

Another  pot-boiler,  of  little  permanent  worth  excepting 
insofar  as  Be resford1 s views  of  the  artistic  temperament  and 
the  nature  of  art  are  concerned. 
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Beresford,  J,  D 


The  Next  Generation;  London,  Ernest  Benn  Limited  (19?2) 

160p 

A brother  and  sister  spend  a weekend  with  a-  group  of 
their  parents’  friends,  seeing  the  group  as  lax  morally  and 
aimless  in  life.  The  sister  falls  in  love  with. a young  man 
who  is  suspected  of  being  her  mother’s  lover;  but  who  tells 
-her ' tha t nothing  they  do  must  upset  the  mother,  from  whom 
the  daughter  learns  tha  t there  is  no  .substance  to  the  rumor, 
but  that  if  the  young  man  had  offered  any  encouragement , it 
might  have  been  true. 

Beresford  appears  to  feel  that  the  new  genera tion  may 
have  truer  values  than  the  old,  and  may  also  be  mystically 
in  better  tune  with  the  uhi verse, 

.This . is- little  more  than' a pot-boiler . 


Note;  This  is  one  of  three  novels  bound  tomethei*  in  one 
volume,  and  which  I have  sorted  under  Anthology. 

I have  a copy  of  the  paperback,  also. 
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Be  re  s ford,  1.  D. 

The  Old  People;  London, . e t<£. , -7,  Collins  3ons  & Co  Ltd 
(1931)  ~ 286p . 

This  is  the  first  volurae  of  a trilogy  Th re e Oe ne r a t i o n s , 
The  second,  The  Li  d d le  &e  ne  ra.  1 1 on , I read  ahead  of  this,  not 
being  aware  that  it  was  read  out  of  sequence,  but  it  was  not 
really  , essential  to  have  read  the  earlier  book, 

* 

This  concentrates  on  the  family  of  the  Hilling  tons  as 
they  lived  primarily  before  Owen  went  to  live  in  London,  and 
his  parents  are  the  chief  characters.  Country  squire , lazy 
and  incompetent  apart  from  his  leisure  activities,  Liles  was. 
dominated  by  his  wife;  their  son  Robert  and  daughter  Babs 
resembled  their  mother,  and  Owen  his  father.  Robert  went  in 
for  the  law;  Owen  with  his  uncle  into  electrical  contracting; 
Babs  ran  away  with  a dealer  and'  trainer  of  horses  who  improved 
himself  and  became  a worthy  husband,  though  he  had  an  illegit- 
imate daughter. 

Although  shorter,  and  perhaps  written  more  literarily, 

I consider  this  trilogy  inferior  to  the  La co.b  Btahl  one. 


Be  res ford,  J.  D. 

The  Prisoners  of  Hartling;  LoMon/Glasgow/Sydney /Auck- 
land, Collins  Sons  & Co  ltd;  (7-th  .I-mpr.  ,0c t.  ,1930' , (Feb- 
ruary, 1922}  - 262p. 

Basically  a simple  plot,  this  novel-  tells  of  a pl-year- 
'old  man  who  has,  by  promising  his  relatives  ultimate  mention 
in  his  will  and  in'  the  meantime  supporting  them  in  his  huge 
luxurious  home  and  perfect  garden;  become  a benevolent  ty- 
rant. Gradually  draining  away  their  independence , he  makes 
them  fearful  of  his  influence,  and  they  live  on  in  the  hope 
that  he,  will  soon  die. 

A more  di s tan t re la live , who  ha s v is i te d the  old  ma n 
only  once  with  his  mother  as  a. .child,  has  tired  of  life  as  a 
doc  tor  in  a slum  district  of  London,  and  plans  to  emigrate 
to  Canada,  bu,t  is  invited  to  visit  the  old  man  for  a weekend. 
Arriving,  he  senses  the  weakness  of  the  residents,  but  like 
them,  enjoys  the  luxuriousness  and  carefree  life,  and  pro- 
longs his  stay.  He  is  attracted  to  two, -eligible  girls,  one 
the  secretary  of  the  old  man  with  whom  he  falls  in  love.  He 
battles  with  his  own  weakness,  and  with  her  help  determines 
to  escape  the  old  man*s  influence.  Thwarted,  the  old  man  is 
killed  by  a stroke,  and  his  relatives  find  that  they  have 
been  left  nothing,  with  the  exception  of  his  daughter,  who 
almost  immediately  assumes  her  fatherfs  characteristics. 

This  is,  At  seems  to  me , a good  novel  illustrating  the 
insidious  effects  of  wealth  on  those  possessing  it.  They  do 
not  feel  impelled  to  stand  on  their  own  feet,  but  depend  on 
their  money.  I think  I must  admit  that  money  has  hs  d that 
influence  on  me:'  I am  inclined  to  withdraw  from  the  battle 
of  life,  and  let  my  money  work  for  me. 

I should  keep  on  the  watch  for  a better  copy  of  this  V 

book. 
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Beresford,  J,  D, 

Quiet  Corner;  London  and  Melbourne , Hutchinson  &-Go. 
(Publishers),  Ltd.,  n.d.  (circa  1940)  256p, 

Halcyon  Place  is  a refuge  for  misfits  from  life , and 
is  supervised  by  rfUnc.le  «T6hn??  (perhaps  the  author’s  own  eon- 
cep.tion  of  himself)  who,  feels  that  people  must  be  allowed,  to 
develop  their  own  philosophies  and  lives  from  experience  as 
anything  derived  from  other  sources  is  ineffectual. 

Timothy,  an  artist  'much  'in  kinship  with  the. ' one  por- 
trayed in  The  Monkey  Puzzle,  though  less  self-centered  and 
more  ingenuous,  leaves  the  stockbroking  firm  of 'his  father 
to  pursue  his  artistic  career,  obtains  a position  as  car- 
toonist and  illustrator  with  a quality  publics  tioft,  becomes 
first-night  theatrical  illustrator,  and  falls  in  love  mi th 
the  oldest  daughter  of  Uncle.  tTohnp  a girl  prepared-  to  sacrifice, 
her  chastity  for  success  as  a.  dancer,  but  :ho  changes  her  mind 
and  accepts  Timothy  finally,  s 

There  is  no  action  in  this  philosophical  novel,- which 
summarizes  Beresford* s philosophy  fairly  well,  mentions' his 
interest  in  theosophy  (though  he  apparently  accepted  it  only 
with  reservations),  and  portrays  a group  of  people  who  have 
found  peace  and  happiness  in  pursuing  real  values. 

This  is  qua si -fantasy , the  only  supernormal  incidents 
being  telepathic  rapport  between  two  people,  a man  and  a 
woman  wi  have  left  their  legal  mates  to  achieve  unity  of 
life  and  expression  together.  Like  All  or  nothing,  this  is 
not  primarily  a fantasy  novel. 
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Beresford,  J,  D. 

Seven,  Bobsworth;  London,  Faber  '&  Faber  Limited  (1930) 

O'  tJJJ  « 

This  is  an  experimental- book , about  halfway  between  a 
novel  and  a sociological  study.  Allegedly  based  on  notes  of 
Fiddler,  an  estate  agent  employed  by  the  founders  of  this 
London  residential  suburb,  it  describes  the  start  of  the 
project  as  a philanthropic  effort  to  provide  good  housing  in 
a logically  planned  area;  its  commercialization  when  money  - 
ran  short,  the  composi  tion  of  the  -popula  tion,  portfaits  of 
the  two  founders  and  the  individuals  known  to  Fiddler,  the 
changing  moral  climate,  the  transition  to'  war  days  and  post- 
war shifts  terminating  in . the  building  of  factories  and  the 
buying  up  of  residences,  including  Fiddler’s.  Forced  out  of 
his  /f?  against  his  will,  he  is.  making  notes  of  the  situation 
when  the  chimney  falls  through  the  roof  and  breaks  his  spine, 
killing  him.  The  contractors  are  exonerated  of  blame. 

. Overall,  this  is  a summary  of  the  gradual  extinction  of 
individuality  and  the  ascendancy  of  big  business  and  indus- 
try. 

Although  well  written,  it  is  a failure,  both  as  a. novel 
and  as  sociological  comment.  On  its  own  terms,  however,  it 
is  an  interesting  experiment. 


Be  res ford,  J.  D. 

That  Kind  of  ' .an 

(English  title  of  Almost  Fagan) 
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Be re 3 ford,  J,  D 


Signs  and  bonders;  Waltham  Sain  Lawrence,  Berkshire, 

The  Golden  Cockerel  Press,  1921;  1500  copies  151p. 


Contents 

1.  Prologue:  The  Appearance  of  1‘an;  A Play  Out  of 

Space  and  Time 

2.  Signs  and  Wonders 

3.  The  Cage 

4.  Enlargement 

5.  The  Perfect  Smile 

6.  The  Hidden  Beast 

7 . The  Barrage:  A Study  in  Extroversion 

8.  The  Introvert 

9.  The  Barrier 
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11,  A Negligible  Experiment 
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Yost  of  these  stories  are  merely ' sketches ; the  longest 
and  last  is  a study  in  psychic  phenomena,  pitting  the  skep- 
tical against  the  credulous,  but  ending  with,  the  skeptic 
convinced  by  evidence. 


#15  is  of  importance  to  writers,  being  about  a writer 
who  forgot  the  stories  he  read,  and  wrote  them  believing  them 
to  have  originated  in  his  own  mind,  rather  than  from  memory. 
This  is  the  danger  that  Bonn  Crazier  feared. 

Those  marked  with  ^n  asterisk  are  fantasy  or  borderline. 
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Beresford,  J.  D. 

Unity;  London,  etc.,  7.  Collins  Sons  A Co  Ltd,  n. d.260p. 

This  nickname,  given  herself  in  an  effort  to  unify- the 
various  talents,  art, music  and  poetry,  for  which  she  has  ex- 
pressive ability,  leads  an  attractive  girl  to  marry  at  18  an 
impulsive,  irresponsible ,' but  strong  engineer,  who,  when  on  a 
spree drowns-,  leaving  her  with  a daughter  to  support.  A 
theatrical  agent  notices  her  acting  ability  and  trains  her 
for  the  stage;  she  is  a success  in  Australia  and  he  takes  her 
to  London  where  she  makes  a success  of  a Shakespearean  play 
and  also  of  one  by  a modern  playwright.  She  attracts  a noble- 
man who  introduces  her  to  his  family,  and  by  perseverance  gets 
her  to  marry  him. 

At  18,  however,  she  had  seen- a man  in  a train  whose  eyes 
affected  her  strongly  and  whom  she  could  not  forget.  He  turns 
out  to  be  best  man  at  the  wedding  to  the  nobleman,  and  his 
attraction  for  her*  affects  her  psychically.  Later,  she  and 
her  husband  take  a-  holiday  trip  and  -are  psychically  guided  to 
him  at  a summer  place  where  he,  a'  mystic,  /tells  her. husband 
that  she  is  the  oldest  and  most  psychically  lifted  .of  the  three 
and  must  decide  for  all.  of  them  what  their  future  must  be.  8he 
accepts  the  challenge  and  goes  away  with  her  husband,  though 
she  acknowledges  to  the  two  men  that  the  stranmer  is  her  twin 
soul,  her  psychic  affinity,  and  that  they  two  are  really  * one  in 
the  cosmic  scheme  of  things. 

This  novel  is  based  on  the  Platonic  twin  soul  hypothesis 
which  is  carried  on  in  the  theosophical  philosophy.  There  are, 
in  addition  to  this  . idea,  sufficient  psychical  phenomena  to 
bring  this  novel  into  the  fantasy  category.  ~T  feel,  however, 
that  Beresford  did  not  carry  the  Ida  far  enough,  and  that  the 
ending  was  conventional  rather  than  in  accordance  with  his 
theme . 


Bergler,  Fdmund 


The.  Psychology  of  Gambling;  New  York, 

Bergle  r) 


and,  G7a ng;  (1957, 
244r;,- 


T he 'author  appears  to  be  the  originator  of  the  * -fie  cry 
that  a gambler  gambles  under  o compulsion  to  lose,  t though  he' 
ma  y c o n s c iously  ha  y e t he  hig  h e s t de  s i re  to  w in , a ...  d tl ..  . * p , 

In  th i s b o ok  lie  gi ve s suffi e ie n t ca se  -h i s t c r 1 e s to  sup r or  t 
his  ideas,,  and  a short  independent  article  confirming  them. 


77,  3.  Backus  is  quoted  as  an  authority  on  horse  racing,  ' 
and  T wonder  if  be  is  the  author  of  stories  in  77eird  Tales 

Magazine . 

The  material  in  this  book  gives  rise  to  wonder  if  the 
conscious  and  the  unconscious  offset  each  other  in  the  total 
psyche.  If  there  is  a serious  desire  to  win  in  the  conscious 
mind,  must  there  be  an  equally  strong  desire  to  lose. in  the 
unconscious?  For  every  love,  must  there  be  en  offsetting 
hate?  In  a state  of  contentment,  is  it  possible  to  feel  any 
strong  desire,  or  is  this  a balanced  and  quiescent  frame  of 
mind  leading  to  inaction? 

The  early  part  of  the  book  is  rather  boring  and  repeti- 
tious, but  the  .balance  shows  the  author  to  be  intelligent  and 
understanding  of  human  nature, 

I remain  uncertain  of  the  value  of  psychoanalysis,  but  I 
feel  that  it  is  well  worth  investigating.  I sene times  think 
that  the  theory  gets  in  the  . -way  of  understanding,,  and  I do  not 
give  to  sexual  -incidents,  the  traumatic  values  that  Fruud.and 
his  followers  assess.  I should  read  more  of  Freud’s  works  and 
try  to-  make  up  my  mind,- 
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Bergstein,  Eleanor 


Advancing  Paul  Newman;  Toronto,  Popular  Library  (#08438) 
(1973,  Eleanor  Bernstein  Goldman)  319p. 

After  travelling  in  Europe,  two  thirty-year-old  women 
become  advance  publicity  agents  for  Paul  Newman  and  also  take 
on  duties  as  political  gathering  arrangers  for  Gena  tor  Eugene 
McCarthy.  The  story  involves  their  love  affairs  with  various 
men;  I la  is  uninhibited;  Kitsy  prefers  two  marriages  and  a 
few  affairs.  Although  somewhat  kinky  sex  is  involved,  both 
women  appear  to  accept  it  casually  and  as  a matter  of  course. 

Newman  plays  only  an  incidental  role;  the  problems  of 
organizing  the  parties  and  halls  for  speeches,  personnel  and 
catering  take  up  space  in  the  story,  and  the  background  of 
sociological  and  historical  events  and  their  impact  is  the 
only  element  of  importance  in  the  book. 

I found  this  a struggle  to  read.  The  style  is  incoherent 
and  spontaneous  rather  than  literary;  none  of  the  characters 
have  any  lasting  appeal,  and  the  triviality  is  boring. 

Marilyn  Monroe  and  the  Kennedy  brothers  are  mentioned  in 
passing,  but  not  significantly. 
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FASTEST  OIL  CHANGE  IN  TOWN 

$3.00  OFF 

ANY  COMPLETE  OIL  CHANGE 


• 1076  NAIRN  AVE. 

• 640  ST.  JAMES  ST. 

• 1728  PEMBINA  HWY. 

• 930  NOTRE  DAME  AVE. 

• 232  ST.  ANNE’S  RD. 

HOURS: 

MON.  ■ FRI.  8 A.M.  - 8 P.M. 
SATURDAY  8 A.M.  - 6 P.M. 


INCLUDES:  LUBE  (if  required),  NEW  OIL  FILTER  AND 
OIL  TO  CRANKCASE  CAPACITY  (most  vehicles). 

• 10-MINUTE  SERVICE 

• NO  APPOINTMENT  REQUIRED 

• 18  BRANDS  OF  OIL 


NOT  VALID  IN  COMBINATION  WITH 
ANY  OTHER  COUPONS  OR 
SPECIAL  OFFER. 

| EXPIRES  AUG.  29,  1988 
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92.00  OFF 

COMPLETE  PCV  SYSTEM  CHANGE 


• 1076  NAIRN  AVE. 

• 640  ST.  JAMES  ST. 

• 1728  PEMBINA  HWY. 

• 930  NOTRE  DAME  AVE. 

• 232  ST.  ANNE’S  RD. 

HOURS: 

MON.  - FRI.  8 A.M.  - 8 P.M. 
SATURDAY  8 A.M.  - 6 P.M. 


EXAMPLE  9 1.00  off  PCV  Valve 
9 1.00  off  PCV  Filter 


CHANGED  YOUR  PCV  VALVE  LATELY? 


WHAT  DOES  PCV  VALVE  MEAN? 

It  stands  for  a POSITIVE  CRANKCASE  VENTILATION  VALVE. 


WHAT  DOES  IT  DO? 

It  controls  the  flow  of  heavily  contaminated  air  from  your  engine  crankcase  into  the  intake  manifold  to  be  mixed  with  the  delicate  Air/Fuel 
mixture,  without  upsetting  the  balance,  and  then  burned  in  the  combustion  chamber. 

WHY  POSITIVE  CRANKCASE  VENTILATION? 

Previously,  Crankcases  were  just  vented  into  the  air,  but  the  contaminants  emitted  were  far  more  polluting  than  anything  that  comes  from 
the  exhaust  pipe.  Law  now  states,  that  these  emissions  must  be  burned  in  the  combustion  chamber. 


WHY  MUST  I CHANGE  THE  VALVE  AND  WHEN? 

The  valve  consists  of  a barrel,  plunger  and  spring  and  the  spring  is  constantly  flexing  with  the  changes  in  manifold  vacuum.  This  causes  the 
spring  to  wear  and  a spring  out  of  calibration  cannot  control  the  flow  of  contaminants  properly.  In  extreme  cases  it  can  either  plug  completely 
in  either  an  open  or  closed  position. 


WHAT  HAPPENS  IF  I DON’T  CHANGE  THE  VALVE? 

This  can  result  in  too  much  pollutant  reaching  the  combustion  chamber,  which  will  cause  your  engine  to  operate  roughly  and  suffer  a loss 
of  power.  It  can  even  effect  your  automatic  transmission,  which  is  shifted  through  changes  in  intake  manifold  vacuum. 


Also,  air  entering  your  crankcase  is  filtered  through  crankcase  breather  filters.  These  also  must  be  changed  at  regular  intervals  to  provide 
a flow  of  clean  air  to  properly  ventilate  your  crankcase.  Crankcase  contaminants  are  extremely  damaging  to  engine  components. 


• 10-MINUTE  SERVICE 

• NO  APPOINTMENT  REQUIRED 


NOT  VALID  IN  COMBINA  TION  WITH 
ANY  OTHER  COUPONS  OR 
SPECIAL  OFFER. 

EXPIRES  AUG.  29,  1988 


Berk,  Howard 

The  Sun  .Grows  Cold;  New  York,  Delacorte  Press  (l97l)245p. 

Overpopulation  has  brought  about  a psychological  mutation 
through  pressures  called  the  "Compression  Factor"  by  Lassen. 
This  results  in  a mental  disease  to  which  the-  entire  human 
race  is  subjected.  U.  3.  leaders  decide  that  "sola  ted  hospi- 
tal ce n t e rs  mu s t bo  e s ta bli sh ed  a n d ' s ta f f e d vd.  th  e xperts  n o t 
yet  afflicted  who  car,  treat  people  by  blocking  out  their  past 
lives;  reversion  to  memory  means  renewed:  affliction. 

The  story  centers  around  Kerman  and  his  secretary  Anne 
who  are  treating  an  exceptional  case  named  Parnell.  Parnell 
has  been  processed  .to  eliminate  all  recollection  of  his  past, 
but  is  rebellious  and  determined  *o  regain  his  memory,  even 
by  escaping  from  the  . hospital  and  carrying,  out  a personal 
investigation  to  discover  the.  nature  of  the  outside  world  and 
w ha  t h as’  brought  a b ou t his  loss  of  i n n : i t y . 

Parnell  falls  in  lore  with  Julia,  ano ther  pa  tier t whose 
sex  is  In  the  minority  among  patients.  She- assists  him  to 
gain  access  to  the  archives,  which  have  been  censored;  but. 
Parnell  gains  access  to  records  which  give  him  clues.  Julia 
escapes  with  Parnell;  they  set  up  housekeeping  for  the  winter 
in  a remote  cabin,  but  Julia  is  attacked  by  The  Ghouls,  young 
outlaws  who  pillage  the  countryside.  Parnell’s  memory  improves 
but  this  brings  on  an  att  ack  of  the  insanity  from  which  he  -had 
been  saved,  and  he  sees  the  Ghouls  as  rats,  killing  them,  but 
leaving  him  horrified  by  hallucinatory  visions  of  rats.  These 
visions  debilitate  him  until  he  returns  to  the  hospital  begging 
to  be  cured. 

The  insanity  has  brought  about  an  atomic  war  which  leaves 
devastation,  and  the ■ human  psyche  is  unable  to  withstand  the 
pressures  of  memory.  The  doctors  in  the  hospitals  are  doing 
as  much  as  they  can  to  start  the  race  afresh,  but  there  are 
power  personalities  and  special  interests  which  must  be  taken 
into,  consideration;  and  these  are  part  of  the  story  insofar  as 
Kerman’s  part  of  the  story  is  concerned. 

Although  this  story  is  well-written,  and  horrifying,  it 
does  not  adequately  set  out  the  consequences  of  its  premises. 
Its  suggestions  are  merely  such;  they  do  not  offer  any  solu- 
tions to  the  dilemma  of  survival.  Like  Bill  Nolan’s  "Logan" 
stories,  they  portray  a dystopia  without  hope. 


Bernard,  Christine  (Editor) 


Anthology 


The  Second  Armada  G-host  Book;  Illustrated;  London,  Ar- 
mada (1968,  William  Collins  Sons  & Go,  Ltd.)(#G589)  126p. 


Contents. 

Introduction 

1.  The  Ghost  that  Didn’t  Want  to  Be  a Ghost 

Sorche  Nic  Leodhas 

2.  The  Keepers  of  the  Wall  William  Croft  Dickinson 

3.  Fiddler,  Play  Fast,  Play  Faster  Ruth  Sawyer 

4.  The  Magic  Shop  . H.  G.  Wells 

5.  Mr.  Fox  Traditional 

6.  His  Own  Humber  William  Croft  Dickinson 

7.  The  Man  Who  Walked  Widdershins  Round  the  Kirk 

• Sorche  Nic  Leodhas 

8.  The  Flowering  of  the  Strange  Orchid  H.  G.  Wells 

9.  The  Ugly-Wuglies  Edith  Hesbit 
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21 

33 

42 

59 

64 

79 
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99 


I read  from  this  volume  all  except  the  two  Wells  stories 
and  the  excerpt  from  The  Enchanted  Castle  by  Nesbit. 


This  series  appears  to  be  for  children;  the  stories  are 
well- told  and  interesting.  Several  are  based  on  folklore  or 
superstition. 


pernhardt,  Karl  S.,  M.A.,  Ph.D. 

Elementary  Psychology;  Toronto,  The  Life  Underwriters 
Association  of  Canada  (1943);  Glossary  300p. 

The  glossary  appended  to  this  text’  is  useful. 

The  author  writes  dogmatically,  a^d  scoffs  at  psychic  or 
occult  phenomena,  his  book  being  intended  as  a practical  and 
useful  outline  of  the  subject  for  life  insurance  salesmen 
particularly.  His,,  chapter  outlines  and  questions  at  the  end 
of  the  book  are  useful  for  review  * 

Although  this  is  probably  a competent  survey  of  its  sub- 
ject, I found  very  little  of  interest  in  it.  Application  of 
its  principles  would  be  beneficial,  however,  and  it  is  well 
designed  for  its  purpose. 
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Bernhardt,  Dr.  Roger,  and  Martin,  David 

Self-Mastery  through  Self -Hypnosis ; New  American  Library 
(Signet  #J8352);  November,  1978;  1977,  authors;  Bibliography; 
Index  180p. 

This  is  the  simplest  and  most  easily  used  method  of  improv- 
ing through  autosuggestion  I’ve  yet  found.  Using  it  himself  the 
doctor  says  that  thirty  seconds  is  sufficient  to  induce  the  hyp- 
notic condition  and  by  visualizing  the  desired  effect  all  needs 
can  be  satisfied. 

Martin  as  an  expert  writer  manages  to  maintain  an  optimistic 
presentation  of  Bernhardt's  ideas. 

This  is  the  first  book  I've  come  across  that  mentions  F.  L. 
Marcuse's  Pelican  book  in  the  text  and  index. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  1 , 2000 
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Bernkopf,  Jeanne  F.  (Editor) 


Anthology 


The  Menace  Masters::  Tales  from  Boucher  ’ s Bes t ; New  York, 
Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  (December,  1971),  (1969,  Phyllis 

White)  2 1 Op . 

With  the  editor’s  introduction  to  each  story  and  an  intro- 
duction by  Allen  J.  Hubin,  there  are  many  very  good  stories  in 
this  volume.  Some  spoofs  and  minor  items  are  not  to  my  taste; 
they  may  have  been  included  merely  to  represent  the  authors.  I 
found  the  collection  interesting. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  23,  2002 
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Bernstein,  Morey 


The  Search  for  Bridey  Murphy;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Double- 
day & Company,  Inc.,  1956;  (1956,  author)  256p. 

I have  owned  this  book  for  over  thirty  years,  but  did  not 
read  it  because  I assumed  that  it  was  merely  another  case  like 
that  of  "Patience  Worth",  about  which  I had  read  several  books. 

Bernstein  is  a businessman,  not  a scientist,  but  from  ignor- 
ance and  scepticism  he  progressed  to  knowledge  of  hypnotism  and 
parapsychology,  not  merely  passively  like  me,  but  to  active  prac- 
tice of  hypnotism.  Ruth  Simmons  he  found  to  be  a superior  subject 
to  hypnotic  suggestion,  and  after  preliminary  experiments  he  got 
her  to  regress  in  time  to  the  early  nineteenth  century,  recorded 
on  tapes  details  of  her  previous  life  as  Bridey  Murphy,  checked 
those  details  as  carefully  as  possible  and  confirmed  enough  to  be 
sure  of  her  previous  existence. 

Because  of  the  tape  recordings,  which  are  for  me  the  least 
interesting  part  of  this  book  because  of  necessary  repetition,  I 
am  more  convinced  of  the  existence  of  Bridey  Murphy  than  of  "Pa- 
tience Worth".  There  are  at  least  two  anomalies  in  the  recordings 
which  indicate  a consciousness  superior  to  that  of  Bridey,  and  I 
am  puzzled  about  these,  but  they  are  no  stranger  than  "Patience’s" 
apparent  knowledge  of  historical  times  different  from  her  own. 

Bernstein  is  highly  intelligent,  frank  about  his  ignorance 
and  enthusiastic  about  his  discoveries  in  hypnotism  and  parapsy- 
chology. He  and  his  wife  spent  time  with  Rhine  and  psychiatrists 
and  assessed  public  and  scientific  prejudices  about  exploration  of 
the  "unknown".  The  Bridey  case  comprises  only  pages  112-225;  the 
earlier  pages  explain  Bernstein’s  learning  experiences,  and  the 
last  pages  are  devoted  to  an  appendix  detailing  Bernstein’s  ideas 
about  various  studies  he  had  made. 

He  experienced  two  precognitive  dreams  which  are  important  in 
confirming  that  the  future  can  be  sensed,  and  accepted  Rhine’s 
experiments  which  prove  this. 

This  book  must  be  retained  for  reference,  and  I know  of  few 
books  which  come  so  close  to  agreeing  with  my  own  thoughts. 

Ian  Stevenson  in  Twenty  Cases  suggestive  of  Reincarnation  is 
supportive  of  Bernstein’s  book  and  critical  of  the  biased  critics 
who  have  attempted  to  discredit  it.  I am  not  100%  convinced  of 
reincarnation  in  the  usual  concept  of  rebirth  of  the  personality, 
because  I can  visualize  an  alternative  explanation  which  accepts 
the  permanence  and  immortality  of  everything. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  3,  1996 

Note:  See  supplementary  page  for  information  on  paperback  reprints. 
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Bernstein,  Morey 


Supplementary  Page. 


The  Search  for  Bridey  Murphy;  New  York,  Pocket  Books,  Inc. 
(Cardinal  Books  # GC-37),  (May,  1956)  324p. 

New  York,  Lancer  Books  #78648;  (1956,  1965,  Bernstein) 

352p  . 

The  Cardinal  Books  edition  embodies  as  Part  4 Chapter  19 
by  William  J.  Barker  entitled  "The  Case  for  Bridey  in  Ireland", 
adding  pages  267-288.  Barker  spent  three  weeks  in  Ireland  in 
trying  to  confirm  BrideyTs  statements,  found  nothing  to  contra- 
dict them  and  something  to  support  their  truth. 

The  Lancer  Books  edition  not  only  reprints  Barker’s  chapter 
on  pages  272-294,  but  includes  a chronological  summary  not  given 
in  the  Cardinal  Books  edition,  and  adds  his  "Bridey  Murphy  and 
the  Skeptics"  essay  on  pages  13-22,  and  Chapter  20  "Brideyfs  De- 
bunkers Debunked"  on  pages  295-314.  Therefore,  of  the  reprints 
available  to  me,  the  Lancer  edition  is  the  most  comprehensive. 

For  serious  students,  this  case  is  important. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  5,  1996. 
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Bernstein,  Paul 


Ga  rtoons 


Great  Moments  in  Hysteria;  Illustrated  by  Warren  batt- 
ler; New  York,  Aoe  Publishing  Corporation  (#30254),  (1969, 
author  and  illustrator)  unpaginated 

These  cartoons  are  mildly  humorous  reflections  on  his- 
torical events,  suggesting  before  and  after  possibilities. 

My  choice  is  a different  kind  of  humor. 
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Berrow,  Norman 


The  Footprints  of  Satan;  London  and  Melbourne,  Ward, 

Lock  & Co.,  Limited  (1950)  28 3p. 

Two  murders  are  committed,  apparently  by  supernatural 
means,  with  only  the  footprints  of  a shod  cloven  hoof  left  in 
the  snow  in  a straight  line  as  evidence  of  the  intervention 
in  modern  times  of  the  Devil*  who  is  said  to  have  left  similar 
prints  on  the  night  of  8th  February,  1855  in  the  south  of  Devon 
as  reported  in  The  Times  and  in  the  Illustrated  London  News, 

The  author  is  unfair  to  readers  because  he  discloses  the 
thoughts  of  the  murderer,  excepting  when  they  bear  on  his  crimes 
and  gives  his  actions  and  speech  only  when  these  do  not  reveal 
his  nefarious  operations, 

spinster’s  psychic  philosophy,  and  her  scrapbook  which 
contains  the  accounts  of  the  earlier  visitation,  draw  red  her- 
rings across  the  views  of  the  characters;  these  are  interesting 
and  present  the  supernatural  view. 

This  is  a rationalized  fantasy,  like  Hake  Talbot’s  two 
books  and  Frost’s  The  TTan  Between. 


I 


\ 


Berton,  Pierre 


The  Great  Depression  1929-1939;  Penguin  Books  (#15770), 
(1990,  Pierre  Berton  Enterprises  Ltd,;  Sources;  Bibliography, 
Index  675p. 

At  the  top  of  the  front  cover  of  my  copy  of  the  book  is  a 
red-background  with  "40  WEEKSSON  THE  BESTSELLER  LIST"  shown. 
This  is  an  excellent  book. 


I am  going  to  send  a copy  of  these 
so  my  usual  one-page  may  be  extended. 


notes  to 


Joe  Wesson, 


Berton  begins  with  an  Overview  entitled  The  Worst  of 
Following  this  a section  is  devoted  to  each  years*  events 
chronological  order  so  that  development  of  the  depression 
easy  to  understand. 


Times . 

in 

is 


As  hundreds  of  books  on  or  referring  to  the  "Economy  of 
Abundance'*  havewmade  clear,  the  Depression  was  not  caused  by  a 
shortage  of  real  wealth.  A f ewwquotations ; 


Page  79:  In  Vancouver,  where  a crowd  of  fifteen  hundred 
protesters  had  been  dispersed  by  police  batons,  the  mayor  was 
forced  to  declare  a state  of  emergency  when  he  discovered  that 
all  the  money  earmarked  for  relief  had  been  exhausted.  The 
situation  in  Vancouver  is  beyond  our  control,"  the  city  clerk 
wired  to  the  Prime  Minister  on  New  Year's  Eve.  The  city,  he  re- 
ported, could  no  longer  handle  its  25-per-cent  share  of  jobless 
relief.  "There  are  thousands  of  people  in  this  city  who  are 
hungry  and  in  need  of  clothing  and  shelter."  To  this  cry  for  help 
he  added  a note  of  genuine  bafflement  that  citizens  could  be  so 
hard  up  when  "there  is  in  this  Dominion  enough  of  all  these  things 
that  the  unemployed  need."  It  was  a sentiment  that  would  be 
voiced  again  and  again:  the  stores  and  the  factories  were  full 
to  overflowing;  why  then  were  people  starving  and  in  rags? 

Page  86:  "In  a country  with  full  elevators  and  granaries, 
with  its  factories  and  industries  suffering  from  overproduction 
of  goods,  with  v/ealth  in  goods  and  wealth  in  money,  it  is  unthink- 
able that  we  can  let  our  people  go  hungry  without  the  comfort  of 
a fire  or  stay  out  of  school  for  lack  of  shoes  and  clothing,  and 
this  is  happening  and  will  happen  in  greater  degree  unless  some 
immediate  relief  is  given." 


As  always  happens  when  goods  are  in  surplus  supply,  prices 
dropped.  Page  244:  A farmer  sold  eggs  for  four  cents  a dozen. 
Page  245:  What  bothered  the  farmers  everywhere  in  Alberta  was? 
that  they  were  living  in  poverty  in  the  midst  of  plenty.  There 
was,  after  all,  a surfeit  of  groceries.  A representative  of  GauTt 
Brothers,  the  big  Edmonton  wholesaler,  begged  H.  G.  Hammell,  a 
general  merchant  of  Garstairs,  to  take  eight  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  stock  off  the  company's  hands.  He  promised  Hammell  that 
he  could  pay  for  it  when  he  wished.  But  Hammell  couldn't  sell  the- 
twenty  thousand  dollars'  \*orth  of  stock  that  he  had  optimistically 
piled  up  in  his  store.  That  started  him  thinking  $hat  something 
was  wrong  with  the  economic  system.  All  over  the  province,  thou- 
sands had  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 


Both  the  Liberal  Prime  Minister  King  and  the  Conservative 
Prime  Minister  Bennett  refused  to  take  responsibility  for  relief 
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3erton}  Pierre 

The  •Secret  World' of  Og;  Illustrate  1 by  William.  Winter; 
Toronto,  ITeClelland  and  Stewart,  Limited  (1961,  Bsr ten'  146p 

In  T,A  Note  About  the  Characters"  appended  to  this  story 
Barton  says  the  children,  animals , ' and  playhouse  arc  real. 


The  children -are  his  ‘own,  end  this  fantasy  is.  an  a ttem.pt 
to  project'-  their  world  of  pretense  into  a'  subterranean  vcrl-d 
occupied  by  the  people  of  Og.  These  have  only  the  one  word, 
variously  inflected,  with  which  to  communicate,  until  they 
steal  comic  books  and  from  th-ee  a senna  i's  characters  end 
language . 

An  Og  steals  a small  saw  and  cuts  a hole  in  the  -floor  of 
• the  playhouse,  through  Wish  Paul  h o Pollywog,  cue  p,- - : hh, 
escapes  the  playhouse  and  enters  the  world  of  Og  where  is  is 
■again  imprisoned.  The  oldest  girl,  she  lias  ir  e .-a  u tinned  to 
.1  teh  him  closely,  -follows  with  the  othrr.  / * 1 r,  sc3  v;  e y 
are  both  threatened  and  entertained  by  the  in  ha  hi  tarts  of 
world  of  Og.  Finally  rating  on  amicable  terms,  hoy  return., 
home-  in  tins  for  Paul  ! o take  • his  first  fevr  steps  s-ta cling. 


Though  the  Ogs  are  adults  about  Sj*  tall,  they  act  as  if 
they  were  children  in  a world  of  pretense  which  they  assume 
to  be  real.  I cannot  say  whether  children' for ‘whom  this  book 
was  intended  will  accept  the  premise  uncritically,,  but  I was 
irrita  ted  by  the  constant  atmosphere  of  pie  tense.  Fantasy  is 
i ma g ina  tiv e real!  t y , a ,r  d 1 1 . e re  is  no  p : s s ibili t \ : ; ; a r a d a 1 ■ 
a e ce p t ing  th e s to r y as  a r y tli : . c b i p ..etc r s - , « 1 . * h de a t roys 
its  validity  as  fantasy. 


as  fantasy 


>u gh  the  b o o k is  w e 1 1 - w 


successful 


Berton:  The  Great  Depression 


Page  22 


Single  mens1  camps  were  established  vtth  make-work  projects 
for  which  the  men  were  paid  20$  per  day. 

The  farmers  were  getting  from  50$  to  56$  per  bushel  for 
wheat, less  than  it  cost  them  to  grow  it. 

The  politicians  felt  it  was  more  important  to  balance  the 
budget  than  to  provide  adequate  relief. 


Only  when  war  was  declared  could 
unemplpyed  when  thefc  became  soldiers. 


money  be 


found 


to  pay  the 


This  book  is  replete  with  examples  of  the  hardships  endured 
by  the  unemployed. 


Although  unemployment  insurance  and  other  social 
were  introduced  before  the  depression  ended,  these  we 
on  the  government  against  the  prevailing  philosophy  o 
ethic.  There  was  a dawning  recognition  that  technolo 
placing  human  labor. 


programs 
re  forced 
f the  work 
gy  was  re- 
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Bessand-Masstnet,  Pierre 

Amorous  Ghost;  Translated  from  the  French  by  Hugh  Shel- 
ley; New  York  and  London,  Abela rd-Sehuman;  (1957,  Elek  Books 
Limited),  (French  Title:  Magie  Rose , 1956)  126p. 

A 20-year  old  Parisian  who  desires  to  start  a literary 
periodical  is  permitted  the  use  of  a friend’s  room  in  the 
Bohemian  quarter,  in  an  old  house  which  he  finds  is  haunted 
by  the  spirits  of  a 28  year  old  prostitute,  a 15  year  old 
girl  who  is  free  with  her  favors,  and  an  older  couple.  His 
love  affair  with  the  prostitute  Rosette  is  complicated  by 
the  attempts  of  the  15-year-old  to  seduce  him,  and  by  his 
affair  wi  th  a co-worker  on  the  periodical  who  seeks  to  marry 
him. 

' When  h©  becomes  ill  from  these  complications,  he'  is 
nursed  back  tp  health  by  his  co-worker  and  they  marry.  A 
child,  is  born,  is  named  Ro sine  as  a compromise , -and  moving 
away  from  the  haunted  house  brings  freedom  from  pursuit  by 
the  spirits. 

This  is  a light,  fairly  humorous,  and  rather  sexy  ghost 
story,  which  indicates  that  the  author  has  studied  psychic 
phenomena  somewhat,  but  it  does  not  offer  any  deep  insights 
and  is  written  solely  as  .entertainment. 


Btssy,  Mauri o© 


A Pictorial  History  of  Magic  and  the  supernatural;  Lon- 
don Spring  Books  (1963,  Paul  Hamlyn  Ltd);  317p. 

Although,  csome  of  the  interpretations  of  the  illu^tra tions 
in  this  book  are  not  acceptable  to  me,  the  994  pictures  do 
provide  a comprehensive  view  of  the  beliefs  and  practices  of 
the  subject  from  earliest  times. 

There  is  no  index,  but  the  chronology  is  fairly  eae-y  to 
follow  in  obtaining  information  about  the  various  branches  of 
occultism  and  superstition.  The  book  stops  at  the  point  where 
magic  and  superstition  begin  to  be  replaced  by  scientific  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject,  and  mechan^ieal  robots  assume  the 
place  of  magic  and  ghosts. 

Many  of  the^e  illustrations  are  used  in  other  references 
to  witchcraft,  magic  and  superstition;  ^ome  are  better  repro- 
duced in  thec-e  other  books.  Few  in  this  book  are  attractive, 
but  esince  they  are  intended  merely  to  be  instructive,  thi<3  is 
acceptable . 

There  are  some  errors,  such  as  the^ transposition  on  page 
104  of  the  captions  identifying  Cagliostro  and  ^t.  Germain. 

This  is,  however,  a useful  reference. 
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Best,  Herbert 


The  Twenty-fifth  Hour;  New  York,  Random  House  (1940,  publish- 
ers; 32 1 p . 

This  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  novels  I’ve  ever  read.  It 
is  so  gruesome  and  horrifying  that  even  Hitler  and  Stalin  might 
have  been  nauseated  if  this  description  of  a world  whose  western 
hemisphere  had  been  totally  depopulated  by  a dictator’s  use  of 
germ  warfare  and  Europe  reduced  to  primitive  struggle  for  survival 
had  been  read  by  them.  ^ 

Arfcasyb 

A brother  and  sister  seabound  for  the  M-e-44-t e-Exaiie-a n survive 
and  a child  nearby  their  domicile  who  grows  up  savage  seem  to  be 
the  only  human  beings  in  North  America.  Their  struggle  to  live 
in  spite  of  their  citified  ignorance  and  the  brother’s  mortal 
illness,  and  the  sister’s  feeling  that  she  must  become  childbear- 
ing if  the  race  is  to  continue  are  graphically  portrayed. 

In  England  an  Army  Captain  and  a small  troop  capture  a cha- 
teau, kill  the  men  and  allot  the  women  to  their  men;  the  Captain 
takes  the  chateau’s  young  woman  who  later  dies  from  a botched 
abortion  when  he  refuses  to  let  her  accompany  him  in  search  of 
better  accommodation  after  the  chateau  fails  to  provide  sufficient 
maintenance;  he  becomes  a hunter  of  other  humans  and  shares  the 
necessity  for  cannibalism  when  food  runs  out. 

Despairing  of  survival  in  the  Caribbean,  the  brother  and  sis- 
ter set  sail  in  their  decaying  small  yacht  for  Europe  where  the 
brother  is  routinely  killed  by  the  Captain  who  warns  the  sister 
against  trying  to  land  because  of  everyone  murdering  for  food. 
Knowing  that  he  has  killed  her  brother,  the  woman  fears  for  her 
own  life,  but  his  consideration  for  her  gradually  makes  her  his 
willing  companion  and  helpmate,  and  ultimately  to  love. 

Beaten  away  from  European  small  settlements,  the  two  land  in 
North  Africa  where  they  find  a former  companion  of  the  Captain 
living  in  poverty  and  authority  in  an  altered  society  where  poverty 
and  caring  are  honored  and  wealth  despised.  A small  hut  is  given 
them  and  they  are  happy  to  share  the  new  values. 

The  dust  jacket  of  the  book  gives  an  outline  of  the  life  of 
Best,  a British  Civil  Servant  and  a qualified  authority  on  anthro- 
pology and  ethnology.  His  knowledge  of  primitive  life  served  to 
enable  him  to  portray  the  horrible  conditions  he  wrote  about. 

This  book  is  unforgettable. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  31,  1999 
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Best,  Patricia,  and  Shor tell , Ann 


The  Brass  Ring:  Power,  Influence  and  the  Brascan  Empire; 
Toronto,  Random  House;  (1988,  authors);  Appendix;  Index  373p. 

I started  reading  this  book  about  the  middle  of  March,  1993, 
after  I had  invested  in  several  Edper  companies.  The  book  confirms 
impressions  I had  acquired  over  many  years,  that  management  was 
paid  moderate  salaries  and  encouraged  to  borrow  to  buy  stock  so  that 
they  shared  the  fortunes  of  other  shareholders  and  had  their  own 
money  at  stake  in  every  decision. 

Their  philosophy  forced  changes  in  the  industrial  and  financial 
Canadian  establishment,  and  the  presiding  genius,  Jack  Cockwell,  and 
the  "front”  man  Trevor  Eyton,  became  millionaires  through  their 
stock  holdings.  At  first,  the  tremendous  profits  enabled  the  Edper 
group  to  finance  the  reorganization  of  many  failing  companies,  and 
to  acquire  management  fees  or  part-owner  interests  in  them,  and  to 
expand  the  interlocking  Edper  empire.  Gradually,  they  became  almost 
independent  of  reliance  on  bank  financing,  relying  on  their  own  re- 
sources. Peter  Bronfman,  the  more  active  brother  in  business,  was 
good  at  picking  men  he  could  trust;  and  he  left  management  to  them. 

In  recent  years,  Edward  removed  his  interests  from  the  empire,  and 
established  trusts  for  his  family. 

Some  apparently  self-serving  transactions  among  Edper  companies 
brought  on  government  investigations,  and  safeguards  were  established 
by  committees  self-policing  transactions.  The  inquiries  resulted 
in  endorsement  of  the  Edper  business  philosophy. 

The  early  'eighties  recession  cut  Edper  assets  in  half  on  the 
market,  and  the  October  1987  crash  did  likewise.  The  90’s  recession 
saw  a collapse  of  real  estate  values,  reduced  sales  of  consumer 
goods,  and  consequent  reduction  of  market  values  of  the  stocks. 

Although  the  assets  of  the  group  represent  about  15%  of  the 
total  value  of  the  Toronto  stock  market,  long  term  debt  at  high  in- 
terest rates  and  reduced  income  from  property  rentals  and  from  the 
bankruptcies  of  debtors  brought  net  losses  to  many  Edper  companies 
and  forced  the  sale  of  several  profitable  sections  of  the  assets. 

Currently,  over  three  billion  dollars  cash  has  been  raised  by 
such  sales,  but  assets  and  incomes  have  been  devastated.  If  the 
recession  ends  soon,  the  Edper  empire  should  recover;  and  I am  con- 
fident that  longterm  results  of  my  investments  should  be  good. 

However,  my  own  belief  is  that  the  money  system  has  collapsed, 
and  unless  every  effort  to  change  from  the  profit  motive  to  one  of 
use,  is  made,  we  are  in  deep  trouble. 

I do  not  know  whether  the  current  Edper  stock  prices  were  en- 
gineered by  Edper,  or  by  bearish  market  manipulations.  Caution  is 
therefore  advisable  until  I have  more  current  information. 


CREATIVE  WARDROBE 


LTD. 


CLOTHING  FOR  TODAY’S  WOMAN 


D 


Celebrate  Spring 

Capture  the  freshness  of  a 
new  season  with  spring's 
softer  feminine  style. 

Creative  Wardrobe's 
buyer  Annette  Nagler 
brings  it  all  to  you. 

Shop  for  fashion  that  is 
different  at  affordable 
prices! 


creative  wardrobe 

— 


Kenaston  Village 

Across  from  the  Superstore 

1885  Grant  Ave.  489-0990 

Open  daily  'til  5:30;  Thurs.  'til  8:00;  Sunday  12-4 


FREE 

Fill  in  the  following 

Name 

Address 

phone  

to  get  a FREE 

Creative  Wardrobe  V.I.P.  card 

which  entitles  you  to  a 10%  discount. 


FLYER  FOCUS  • 697-7227  • SPRING  '93 


Bester,  Alfred 

The  Demolished  Man;  Chicago,  Shasta  Publishers  (1953,  author) 

250p. 

A tremendous  amount  of  work  went  into  the  composition  of  this 
novel  of  the  24th  century. 

Bester  portrays  a society  in  which  humanity  has  established 
knowledge  of  three  layers  of  extrasensory  mind  communication  in 
addition  to  normal  speech.  The  solar  system  is  ruled  by  two  very 
powerful  organizations;  through  misunderstanding  of  a coded  mes- 
sage the  younger  ruler  of  one  murders  the  other  and  becomes  the 
quarry  of  a Prefect  of  the  Psychiatric  Division  of  police. 

The  story  is  told  from  differing  viewpoints,  including  the 
telepathic  thoughts  of  various  Espers.  The  murderer  is  caught  by 
destroying  his  sense  of  reality  and  he  is  committed  to  a hospital 
for  rehabilitation  from  his  demolition:  too  intelligent  and  pow- 

erful a person  to  be  executed. 

The  complicated  plot  is  resolved  satisfactorily,  but  there 
are  lapses  of  thinking.  For  instance,  the  murderer  finds  drops  of 
blood  from  his  victim  falling  on  his  clothing  in  a room  below  that 
in  which  the  killing  took  place.  It  is  impossible  for  sufficient 
blood  to  seep  through  from  the  floor  above.  Another  mistake  is  to 
indicate  that  material  of  any  kind  can  interfere  with  telepathy, 
which  parapsychology  has  pretty  well  established  is  independent  of 
the  physical  world. 

Primarily  a murder  mystery  in  a futuristic  setting,  this  is 
not  a pleasant  fantasy,  but  the  ending  indicates  a better  future 
to  be  possible.  The  danger  of  dictatorship  is  well  indicated  by 
the  murderer’s  ferocious  actions. 

This  novel  is  a unique  reading  experience,  but  does  not  in- 
vite a second  reading. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  19,  1999 
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Extro;  London,  Eyre  Methuen  (1975),  (1974,1975  The  Conde 
Nast  Publications,  Inc.)  218p. 

V.T.  The  Computer  Connection;  New  York,  Berkley  Publishing 
Corpoation,  Distributed  by  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons  183p. 

(Serialized  as  THE  INDIAN  GIVER  in  Analog  Science  Fiction/ 
Science  Fact 

Identical  blurbs  on  the  two  dust  jackets  summarize  this 
novel  better  than  I can.  I found  the  flippant,  first  party 
narration  easy  to  read  but  more  difficult  to  understand,  many 
incidents  remaining  obscure  to  me. 

The  gist  of  the  story  is  that  the  narrator  rescues  an  Indian 
following  an  epileptic  attack  and  marries  his  sister  according  to 
tribal  tradition,  discovers  that  her  brother  is  melded  with  the 
powerful  computer  which  rules  the  universe  so  that  good  and  evil 
consequences  ensue. 

A space  ship  containing  apparent  embryos  is  guarded  and  is 
ultimately  identified  as  containing  the  computer  intelligence. 

Although  the  portrayal  of  a future  controlled  by  wealth  and 
power  of  a few  is  possible,  as  witness  the  power  of  a few  people 
and  organizations  today,  this  portrayal  was  not  to  my  liking. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
August  6,  1999 
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Bester,  Alfred 

Tiger!!  Tiger!  (Penguin  Books  #2620)  (1974,  1955,  author)  249p 

V.T.  The  Stars  My  Destination. 

The  plot  based  on  Dumas’  The  Count  of  Monte  Cristo,  Gully  Foyle 
determines  to  avenge  himself  on  the  commanders  of  a space  ship  which 
ignored  his  appeal  for  help  when  he  was  the  sole  survivor  of  a crew 
on  another.  Hideously  disfigured  by  a tattooed  face  he  endures  a 
removal  of  the  tattoos  but  whenever  he  becomes  emotionally  disturbed 
the  red  scars  become  visible,  so  he  has  to  control  his  emotions  and 
become  as  passionless  as  possible. 

Learning  that  the  space  ship  which  ignored  his  plea  contained 
a fortune  in  addition  to  a special  mind  controlled  substance  capable 
of  destroying  the  universe,  he  obtains  these  treasures,  becomes  a 
superman  by  accelerating  his  motions  by  five  times  normal,  betrays 
women  who  help  him,  and  ultimately  falls  in  love  with  the  woman  who 
gave  the  order  to  ignore  his  plea. 

Gully  is  not  the  sympathetic  character  of  Dumas’  novel  and  it 
is  difficult  to  enjoy  his  overbearing  and  conscienceless  search  for 
revenge.  The  portrayal  of  a future  world  where  money  and  power  are 
superior  to  humane  issues  is  disturbing. 

Although  this  novel  is  critically  important  it  does  not  make 
pleasant  reading. 

Teleportation  is  an  important  element  in  the  plot,  and  is  termed 
jaunting. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  20,  1999 
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Bester,  Alfred 

"Who  He?"New  York,  The  Dial  Press,  1953;  (1953,  author)  313p 

Told  in  the  first  person,  but  altered  by  third  person  omnici- 
ent  viewpoint  in  many  instances  where  first  person  view  was  not 
possible,  by  a friend  of  a TV  script  writer,  the  pressures  of  w 
whose  work  has  sent  him  into  drunken  binges  from  which  he  emerges 
without  memory  of  what  has  occurred  during  inebriation,  this  novel 
whose  paperback  title,  I believe,  was  The  Rat  Race , describes  his 
search  for  the  events  during  blackouts  and  his  efforts  to  locate 
"mr.  Knott"  who  has  sent  him  letters  threatening  his  death  on  a 
neaeby  date. 

Reminiscent  of  Charles  Jackson’s  The  Lost  Weekend,  this  book 
is  a study  in  abnormal  psychology  rather  than  a fantasy,  deploring 
the  pressures  of  TV  programs  and  urging  a return  to  the  simple  life 
on  the  land . 

Like  others  of  Bester’s  novels,  not  all  loose  ends  are  resol- 
ved. In  this  case  no  mention  is  made  of  the  promise  of  payment  to 
am  abused  prostitue  that  the  promise  was  kept,  and  the  reactions 
of  people  on  whom  practical  jokes  of  serious  consequence  seem  to 
me  to  be  less  than  realistic. 

Sex  and  liquor  seem  prevalent  and  irresponsible  in  TV  circles 
as  they  appear  always  to  have  been  in  Hollywood,  but  this  scene  is 
Manhattan . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  18,  1999 
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Besterman,  Theodore 


Collected  Papers  on  the  Paranormal;  New  York,  Garrett  Publi- 
cations, 1968  (1967,  author);  Index  455p. 

In  his  Preface  the  author  considers  his  early  writings  to  be 
sweetly  reasonable  although  he  was  considered  a skeptic.  He  is 
doubtful  of  any  human  testimony. 

However,  despite  his  many  discoveries  of  fraud  or  trickery, 
he  acknowledges  the  reality  of  mental  phenomena. 

See  my  notes  on  his  other  book  SomeModern  Mediums. 

This  is  a very  important  book. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  10,  2003 

An  approving  review  of  this  book  is  in  the  SPR  Journal  for  Decem- 
ber, 1968  (Vol.44,  #738)  by  W.  E.  Manning. 
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Besterman,  Theodore 


Crystal-Gazing:  A Study  in  the  History,  Distribution,  Theory 

and  Practice  of  Scrying;  London,  William  Rider  & Son,  Limited, 

1924  (October,  1924);  Bibliographical  and  Subject  Indexes  183p. 

Having  read  two  books  on  this  subject  I merely  scanned  this 
authoritative  and  exhaustive  textbook,  which  will  never  be  super- 
seded as  the  basic  reference.  My  respect  for  the  author’s  re- 
search is  boundless;  my  only  objection  to  the  book  is  the  constant 
repetition  of  references,  which  could  have  been  simplified  by 
numbering  the  sources  and  merely  referring  to  them  by  page  in  the 
bibliography . 

Besterman  was  a research  officer  of  the  SPR  and  a sceptic  so 
critical  that  he  refused  to  believe  his  own  eyes  when  observing 
unusual  phenomena.  Human  testimony  for  him  was  unreliable.  His 
view  was  that  only  confirmed  and  immediate  accounts  should  be  ac- 
cepted, and  even  then  mistakes  of  observation  might  be  detailed. 

It  seems  to  me  that  only  books  of  scientific  investigations 
of  the  phenomena  under  modern  recording  conditions  can  add  to  the 
material  Besterman  has  gathered.  This  book  is  a classic. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  5,  2001 
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Besterman,  Theodore 

Some  Modern  Mediums;  with  4 Plates  and  20  diagrams;  London, 
Methuen  & Co.  Ltd.,  (1930);  Glossary;  Index  189p. 

Mrs.  Piper,  Maria  Silbert,  Eva  C.  (Marthe  Beraud) ,Mme. 
Kahl-Toukho lka  and  "Margery"  are  the  mediums  studied  either  from 
personal  sittings  or  from  study  of  the  available  evidence.  The 
author  was  a competent  researcher  and  gave  only  Mrs.  Piper  his 
unqualified  acceptance  as  genuine.  He  was  doubtful  of  any  of 
the  alleged  physical  phenomena. 

These  essays  were  all  reprinted  in  the  author’s  Collected 
Papers  on  the  Paranormal,  but  the  plates,  the  glossary  and  the 
Preface  were  not,  so  this  little  books  should  be  retained. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  10,  2003 
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The  City  Without  Jews:  A Novel  of  Our  Time;  Translated 
from  the  German  by  Salomea  Neumark  Brainin;  New  York,  Bloch 
Publishing  Company,  1929  (1926,  Publishers);  3rd  ptg  189p. 

The  Austrian  Chancellor  promulgates  a law  which  expels 
all  Jews  because  they  are  too  intelligent  and  control  the 
country  economy.  The  author  makes  a good  case  for  the  Jews 
as  citizens,  movers  and  shakers  of  the  social  system,  and 
promoters  of  free  spending  as  the  result  of  their  ability  to 
make  money  easily. 

As  a result,  more  Jews  than  anticipated  are  expelled, 
there  is  a housing  abundance,  business  contracts,  fashions 
languish,  social  affairs  become  dull,  the  arts  and  sciences 
do  not  advance.  As  the  Austrian  krone  declines  in  value,  it 
brings  about  inflation  similar  to  Germany  after  the  first 
World  War;  living  standards  decline,  and  the  nation  suffers 
a depression. 

A young  Jew  returns  to  Austria  disguised  as  a Frenchman 
to  carry  on  his  love  affair  with  the  3§ughtsr  of  an  official 
and  starts  a propagandist  campaign  prooting  the  return  of 
the  Jews  to  Austria.  By  tricking  a politician  out  of  atten- 
ding the  convocation  of  an  anti-Jew  lobby,  Jews  are  allowed 
back  into  Austria;  the  young  Jew  wins  his  girl,  and  the 
country's  economy  is  set  on  the  road  to  recovery. 

This  is  an  interesting  assessment  of  the  influence  of 
the  Jews  on  any  urban  society,  and  I am  inclined  to  agree 
with  its  premises.  The  author  was  assassinated  after  the 
publication  of  this  book  by  a young  man  who  disagreed  with 
it. 


Bey,  Riza 


Darkest  Orient;  London,  Arco  Publications  Ltd.  (Lighth 
Impression,  July,  1957)  236p. 

This  is  a superficial  account  by  the  sec re tary-eompanion 
of  "the  Khan'*  son  of  an  Indian  Prince,  of  their  excursions 
and  investigations  into  the  night-life  and  vice  dens  of  the 
Orient.  Aside  from  its  being  a first-hand  account,  it  has  . 
little  to  recommend  it;  the  author  tries  to  give  the  impres- 
sion that  he  reluctantly  followed  his  employer,  and  appears 
sometimes  shocked,  sometimes  calmly  accepting  what  he  sees. 

As  an  introduction,  and  possibly  a warning,  to  tourists, 
this  book  may  have  some  value,  but  not  otherwise. 

About  the  only  fairly  good  summary  of  a situation  is 
given  in  the  narration  about  the  assassins  and  the  "Old  Man 
of  the  Mountains"  with  the  hidden  valley  purporting  to  be  a 
paradise  for  drug  fiends. 


